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No. 272

AN ACT

HB 1555

Amendingtheactof July 31, 1968 (P.L.805,No.247),entitled,asamended,“An
act to empowercities of the secondclass A, and third class, boroughs,
incorporatedtowns,townshipsof thefirst andsecondclassesincluding those
within acountyof thesecondclassandcountiesof thesecondclassA through
eighthclasses,individuallyor jointly, to plantheir developmentandto govern
the sameby zoning,subdivisionandland developmentordinances,planned
residential developmentand other ordinances,by official maps, by the
reservationof certainlandfor future publicpurposeandby theacquisitionof
such land; providing for the establishmentof planning commissions,
planning departments,planning committeesand zoning hearingboards,
authorizingthemto chargefees,makeinspectionsandhold public hearings;
providing for appropriations,appealsto courtsandpenaltiesfor violations;
andrepealingactsandpartsof acts,” furtherregulatingthegiving of notice
andthe time of hearingsby zoning hearingboard.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Subsections(1) and(9) of section908,actof July31, 1968
(P.L.805, No.247), known as the “Pennsylvania Municipalities
PlanningCode,”amendedJune 1, 1972(P.L.333, No.93),areamended
to read:

Section 908. Hearings.—Theboard shall conduct hearingsand
makedecisionsin accordancewith the following requirements:

(I) Notice shall be given to the public, the applicant, the zoning
officer, such otherpersonsas the governingbody shall designateby
ordinanceandto anypersonwho hasmadetimely requestfor thesame.
Notices shall be given at such time and in such manneras shall be
prescribedby ordinanceor, in the absenceof ordinanceprovision,by
rules of the board.The governingbody may establishreasonablefees,
basedoncost,to be paidby theapplicantandby personsrequestingany
notice not required by ordinance.In addition to thenoticeprovided
herein, notice of said hearing shall be conspicuouslypostedon the
affectedtract of land.

(9) Theboardor thehearingofficer, asthecasemaybe,shall render
a written decisionor, when no decision is called for, make written
findings on theapplicationwithin forty-five daysafter the lasthearing
beforetheboardor hearingofficer. Exceptin homerulemunicipalities,
where the application is contestedor denied,eachdecisionshall be
accompaniedby findingsof factandconclusionsbasedthereontogether
with the reasonstherefor.Conclusionsbasedon any provisionsof this
act or of any ordinance,rule or regulationshall containa referenceto
the provision relied on and the reasonswhy the conclusionis deemed
appropriatein the light of the factsfound.If thehearingisconductedby
ahearingofficer, andtherehasbeenno stipulationthat hisdecisionor
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findings arefinal,theboardshallmakehisreportandrecommendations
availableto the partiesandthe partiesshallbeentitledto makewritten
representationsthereonto the boardprior to final decisionor entryof
findings,andthe board’sdecisionshall be enteredno laterthan forty-
five daysafter thedecisionof thehearingofficer. Wheretheboard[has
power to render a decision and the board or the hearing officer, asthe
casemay be,] fails to renderthe [same] decisionwithin the period
requiredby this subsection,orfails tohold therequiredhearing within
forty-fivedaysfrom thedateof theapplicant’srequestfora hew-ing,the
decisionshallbe deemedto havebeenrenderedin favorof theapplicant
unlesstheapplicanthasagreedin writing to anextensionof time. When
a decisionhas beenrenderedin favor of the applicant becauseof the
failure of the board to meet or render a decision as hereinabove
provided, the municipality shall give~public notice of said decision
within tendaysin thesamemannerasprovidedin subsection(1) of this
section.Nothing in this subsectionshall prejudicetheright of anyparty
opposingtheapplicationto urgethat suchdecisionis erroneous.

APPROVED—The 10th day of December,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopyof Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 272.

ci.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


