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AN ACT

HB 2020

Amendingtheact of December2, 1968 (P.L. 1144,No.358),entitled“An act to
provide for the office of public defender,authorizingassistantsandother
personnel,andto provideadequaterepresentationfor personswho havebeen
chargedwith an indictableoffenseor with beingajuveniledelinquent,who
for lack of sufficient funds are unableto obtain legal counsel,” further
providing for the dutiesof the public defender.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section6, act of December2, 1968 (P.L.1144,No.358),
knownasthe “Public DefenderAct,” amendedJune22, 1970 (P.L.414,
No.137), is amendedto read:

Section6. Duties.—(a)Thepublic defendershall beresponsiblefor
furnishing legal counsel,in the following typesof cases,to anyperson
who, for lack of sufficient funds, is unableto obtain legal counsel:

(1) Wherea personis chargedwith juvenile delinquency;
[(2) Wherea personis chargedwith an indictableoffenseandhas

beenheldfor grandjury action.In accordancewiththeprovisionsofthe
PennsylvaniaRules of Criminal Procedure,representationshall be
providedat earlierstagesof theprosecutionin capitalcases~andmay-be
providedat earlierstagesof theprosecutionfor a personchargedwith
any other indictableoffense;

(3) Postconvictionproceedings;
(4) Criminal habeascorpusproceedings;
(5) Criminal extradition proceedings;
(6) Probationandparoleproceedingsandrevocationthereof.]
(2) Critical pretrial identification procedures;
(3) Preliminary hearings;
(4) Statehabeascorpusproceedings;
(5) Statetrials, including pretrial andposttrialmotions;
(6) Superior Court appeals;
(7) PennsylvaniaSupremeCourt appeals;
(8) Postconvictionhearings, including proceedingsat thetrial and

appellatelevels;
(9) Criminal extradition proceedings;

(10) Probation andparoleproceedingsandrevocationthereof;
(11) In any othersituationswhererepresentationis constitutionally

required.
(b) The public defender, after being satisfied of the person’s

inability to procuresufficient fundsto obtain legalcounselto represent
him, shall provide suchcounsel.
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Everypersonwho requestslegalcounselshallsignanaffidavit-thathe
is unableto procuresufficientfundsto obtainlegalcounseltorepresent
him and shall provide,underoath, suchother information as maybe
requiredby thecourt, the public defender,or thePennsylvaniaRulesof
Criminal Procedure.

(c) Thepublic defender,whenappointedby thecourt,shallfurnish
legalcounselto personswho are or may besubjectto commitmentin a
proceedingunderthe act of October20, 1966 (3rd Sp. Sess.,P.L.96,
No.6), known as the “Mental Healthand Mental RetardationAct of
1966.”

Section2. This actshall takeeffect in ninety days.

APPROVED—The10th day of December,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopyof Act of theGeneralAssembly
No. 277.

ci.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


