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No. 322

AN ACT

SB 1618

Amendingtheact of April 9, 1929(P.L. 177,No.175),entitled“An actproviding
for andreorganizingtheconductof theexecutiveandadministrativeworkof
the Commonwealth by the Executive Department thereof and the
administrativedepartments, boards, commissions,and officers thereof,
including the boardsof trusteesof State Normal Schools, or Teachers
Colleges;abolishing,creating,reorganizingorauthorizingthereorganization~
of certainadministrativedepartments,boards,andcommissions;definingthe
powersanddutiesof the Governorand otherexecutiveandadministrative
officers,andoftheseveraladministrativedepartments,boards,commissions,
andofficers; fixing the salariesof theGovernor,LieutenantGovernor,and
certain other executive and administrative officers; providing for the
appointmentof certainadministrativeofficers,andof all deputiesandother
assistantsand employesin certaindepartments,boards,and commissions;
and prescribingthe mannerin which the numberand compensationof the
deputiesandall otherassistantsandemployesofcertaindepartments,boards
andcommissionsshall bedetermined,”providing for theestablishmentof a
PennsylvaniaEthnicHeritageStudiesCenter,imposingpowersanddutieson
the Secretaryof Education,and making an appropriation.

This legislation is enacted in recognition of the heterogeneous
compositionandheritageoftheCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniaandof
the fact that in a multi-ethnicsociety,a greaterunderstandingof the
contributionsof one’s own heritage,of the heritage of one’s fellow
citizens,andof waysethnicgroupsrelate andhaverelated to andwith
each other can contribute to a more harmonious,patriotic, and
committedpopulace.It is furtherenactedin recognitionoftheprinciple
that all students in elementary and secondary schools of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniashouldhavean opportunityto learn
aboutthe differing anduniquecontributionsto Pennsylvaniaheritage
madeby eachethnicgroup.It is thepurposeof this acttoassistschools
andschoolsystemsin affordingeachof their studentsanopportunityto
learnaboutthe natureof his own cultural heritage,andthosein which
hehasaninterest,andto studythe contributionsof theseforebearsto
Pennsylvania.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.l77, No.175), known as
“The AdministrativeCodeof 1929,” is amendedby addinga sectionto
read:

Section1316.1. EthnicHeritageStudiesCenter.—(a)TheSecretary
of Education is authorizedto arrange through a grant to a public
educational agency for the establishment and operation of a
PennsylvaniaEthnicHeritageStudiesCenter,designedto reflectreadily
identifiable ethnic groups representedin the population of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.Such centershall havetheprimary
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responsibility in the Commonwealthfor collecting information and
researchmaterialsgermaneto the studyof the ethnicheritageof the
Commonwealth.

(b) The centerprovidedfor under this sectionshall:
(1) Collect information and researchmaterialsnecessaryfor the

studyof theethnicheritageof theCommonwealth.
(2) Undertake, coordinate and promote research on the

Commonwealth’sethnichistory.
(3) Develop curriculum materials for use in elementary and

secondaryschoolswhichdealwithethnicgroupsoftheCommonwealth
and their contributionsto the AmericanHeritage.

(4) Train personsin thedevelopmentof researchtechniquesand
materialsand in thepreparationand useof curriculum materials.

(c) In carryingout thissection,theSecretaryofEducationshallso
locate the centerandmakearrangementswhichwill enableit to make
thefullestpossibleuseofthefaciitiesofthecommunitycolleges,aswell
astheindependent,State-ownedandState-relatedinstitutionsofhigher
educationandof theHistoric andMuseumCommission,wiifacilitate
accessto the materialsby scholarsand studentsof all collegesand
universitiesin theCommonwealth,as wellasscholarsfromotherstates
interestedin examiningthe ethnicheritage ofPennsylvania,and will
takefullestpossibleadvantageofthespecialknowledgeandcollections
of ethnicgroupsin localcommunitiesthroughouttheCommonwealth,
andofforeignstudentspursuingtheir educationsin thiscountry, and
the expertiseof elementaryandsecondaryschoolteachers.

(d) Fundsgrantedto carryout thissectionmaybeusedto cover-all
orpartof thecostofestablishing,equipping,andoperatingthecenter,
including the cost of research materials and resources,academic
consultants,salaryfor anexecutivedirector,andthecostoftrainingand
maintaininga stafffor thepurposeofcarryingoutthepurposesofthis
section.Suchfunds may also be usedto provide stipends(in such
amountsasmaybedeterminedin accordancewith regulationsof the
SecretaryofEducation)to individualsreceivingtraining orseekingto
carryoutsubstantialresearch(asdeterminedbytheExecutiv-eDfrector)
in thecenter, including allowancesfor dependents.

Section2. Thesumof fifty thousanddollars ($50,000),or as much
thereofas may benecessary,is herebyappropriatedtothe Department
of Educationfor the fiscal yearJuly 1, 1974 to June30, 1975 for the
purposesof carryingout the provisionsof this act.

Section3. This act shall takeeffect immediately.
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APPROVED—The26thday of December,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopyof Act of theGeneralAssembly
No. 322.

• a..
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


