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Amendingthe actof July31, 1968 (P.L.769,No.240),entitled “An actrelatingto
Commonwealthdocuments;providing for the printing and distribution of
administrativeregulations;regulatingthe adoption,publication,codification
and effectiveness of regulations, statementsof policy, and certain other
Commonwealthdocuments;creatingthe JointCommitteeon Documentsand
prescribing its powers and duties; providing penalties, and making
appropriationsand repeals,” providing for certain certifications by the
LegislativeReferenceBureau.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of July31, 1968 (P.L.769,No.240),known as the
“CommonwealthDocumentsLaw,” is amendedby addinga sectionto
read:

Section508. CertqicationbyBureauasEvidence.—(a)Copiesofall
docwnents,recordsandpapersoftheLegislativeReferenceB-ureaw,-when
dulycertjfiedby theDirector orA ssistantDirector,shallbeadmissibkas
evidencein proceedingsin the severalcourtsofthisCommonwealthand
beforeanygovernmentagencyin all caseswherethe original documents,
recordsandpaperswouldbead,nittedasevidence,with thesameforceand
effectas the originals.

(b) A certjfication by the Director or the AssistantDirector of the
LegislativeReferenceBureau as to thefiling or absenceoffiling of a
documentorpublicationor theabsenceofpublicationofaducumentshall
be admissibleasevidencein proceedingsin the severalcourts of this
Commonwealthandbeforeanygovernmentagency.

(c) Unlessdirectedotherwisebythecourt or thepresidingofficer ofthe
agency,a certificationissuedunderthissectionshallconstitutesufficient
compliance with a subpoenadirecting an officer or employeof the
LegislativeReferenceBureau to appearfor the purposeof presenting
testimonyor producingdocumentsrelating to matters setforth in the
certificationor accompanyingdocuments.

(d) Whenevera certjfication is issuedby theBureaupursuantto the
provisionsofthissection,theBureaushallchargeareasonablefeeforsuch
certjfication. TheDirectorof theBureaushalldetermineandestablishby
regulationthe amountof the certjficationfee.

Section2. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The3rd day of March,A. D. 1976.

MILTON J. SHAPP


