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AN ACT

SB 825

AmendingtheactofJune2, 1915(P.L.736,No.338),entitled,asamended,“An act
defining the liability of anemployerto paydamagesfor injuries receivedby an
employe in the course of employment;establishingan elective scheduleof
compensation;providing procedurefor the determinationof liability and
compensationthereunder;and prescribing penalties,” creating an advisory
council.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The act of June2, 1915(P.L.736,No.338),knownas “The
PennsylvaniaWorkmen’s CompensationAct,” reenactedand amended
June21, 1939 (P.L.520,No.281), is amendedbyaddingasectiontoread:

Section447. (a) There is herebycreatedan advisory council, to be
knownasthePennsylvaniaWorkmen’sCompensationAdvisoryCouncil,
andto becomposedofmenandwomenwithanequalnumberLofemplayer,
employe,and public representativeswho mayfairly be representative
becauseoftheir vocation,employment,or affiliations. Thecouncilshall
consistofa maxiinwnof sevenmembersincluding theSecretaryof the
DepartmentofLabor andIndustry, whoshall be an exofficio member.
Themembersofsuchcouncilshall be appointedby the secretarywithin
thirty daysof theeffectivedateof this amendato,yact andshall servea
term of two yearsand until thefr successorshavebeenappointedand
qualjfied. Themembersofthecouncilshailselectoneoftheirnumber~sbe
chairman.Suchcouncilshallconsiderandadvisethedepartmentuponall
matters related to the administrationof ThePennsylvaniaWorkmen’s
CompensationAct andThePennsylvaniaOccupationalDiseaseAct.Such
council mayrecommendto the secretaryupon its own initiative such
changesin theprovisionsof theseactsand theadministrationthereofasit
deemsnecessaryandshallmakeperiodicreportstothesecretaryregarding
theperformanceof its dutiesandfunctions.

(b) In the perfonnanceof its duties,the councilmay holdhearings,
receivetestfrnony,solicit and receivecommentsand informationfrom
interestedparties and the generalpublic and shall havefull accessto
informationrelatingtothepurposeoftheseacts.Thecouncilshallnothave
access to confidentialmedical information pertaining to individual
claimants,butmaydevelopstatisticalstudiesandsurveysconcerningthe
incidenceof occupationalinjuriesanddiseasesgenerally.

(c) The members of the advisory council shall serve without
compensation,but shall be entitled to be reimbursedfor all necessary
expensesincurred in the discharge of their duties. The secretaryshall
appointan executivesecretaryandsuchotherpersonnelashe shalldeem
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necessaryto aid the council in the performanceof its functions. The
compensationof suchemployesand the amountsallowedthemand to
membersof thecouncilfor travelingandothercouncilexpensesshallbe
deemed part of the expensesincurred in connection with the
administrationof ThePennsylvaniaWorkmen’sCompensationandThe
PennsylvaniaOccupationalDiseaseActs.

Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The20thday of May, A. D. 1976.

MILTON J. SHAPP


