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AN ACT

HB 969

Amendingtheact ofJune3, 1937 (P.L.1225,No.316),entitled“An actconcerning
game and other wild birds and wild animals; and amending, revising,
consolidating,andchangingthelaw relatingthereto,”further regulatingdamage
doneby hunters.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. The actof June3, 1937(P.L.1225,No.316), knownas“The
GameLaw,” is amendedby adding a sectionto read:

Section803. Damageto Trees—Itshallbeunlawfulwhilehuntingor
whilepreparingto huntfor anywildbirdor wild animal, to causedamage
to any treeor treeslocateduponanypublic orprivatelyownedlandsasa
result of constructingany tree stand,platform,or any other man-made
supportofanydescription,orasa resultofusinganyportabletreestandor
any other implementor deviceof anydescription to climb any tree. The
provisionsofthissectionshallnotapplyto a privatelandowneruponland
whichheownsor toanypersontowhomhehasgivenwrittenperintcsionin
advance.

A personwho shall damagea tree contrary to theprovisionsof this
sectionshall, upon swnmaryconviction,be sentencedto removethetree
stand,platform orany otherman-madesupportor climbingdeviceofany
descriptionandtopayapenaltyoftwenty-fivedollars($25.00)pluscosts-of
prosecution.Heshallbeliable topayto theoneincontrolofa treethevalue
ofanydamagedonebyhimto the treeasshallbedeterminedbya courtof
competentjurisdiction. Thecourt mayappointacompetentappraiserto
determinethevalueof suchdamage.Thevalueofthedamagedetermined
finally bythe court shallbeassessedagainstthedefendantandpaidto the
courtfor disposition.Thecourt shall delivertheamountcollectedto the
personor governmentalagencyhaving legal controloverthelandwhere
the damageoccurred.Thecourt appointedappraisershall beentitledto a
reasonablefeefor servicesrenderedwhichshall be assessedagainstthe
defendantas additionalcostsfor delivery to theappraiserby the court.

Section2. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The28th day of May, A. D. 1976.

MILTON J. SHAPP


