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No. 1977-70

AN ACT

SB 653

Amendingtheactof May21,1943(P.L.571,No.254),entitled,asamended,“An act
relatingto assessmentfor taxationincountiesof thefourth,fifth, sixth,seventh
andeighthclasses;designatingthesubjects,propertyand personssubjecttoand
exemptfrom taxationfor county,borough,town, township,school,exceptin
cities andcounty institutiondistrict purposes;and providingforand regulating
the assessmentand valuationthereoffor suchpurposes;creatingin eachsuch
countya boardfor theassessmentandrevisionoftaxes;definingthepowersand
dutiesofsuchboards;providingfor theacceptanceof this actby cities;regulating
the office of ward, borough,town andtownshipassessors;abolishingtheoffice
of assistanttriennialassessorin townshipsof the first class;providing for the
appointmentof a chief assessor,assistantassessorsand other employes;
providingfor their compensationpayableby suchcounties;prescribingcertain
dutiesof andcertain feesto becollectedby the recorderofdeedsandmunicipal
officers who issue building permits; imposing duties on taxablesmaking
improvementson land and granteesof land; prescribing penalties; and
eliminating the triennial assessment,”specifically empowering the appointed
Board of AssessmentAppealsto hearappealsfrom assessmentsof the chief
countyassessor.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 302,actof May21, 1943(P.L. 571,No.254),known
as “The Fourth to Eighth ClassCounty AssessmentLaw,” amended
January18, 1952 (P.L.2094,No.594),is amendedto read:

Section302. (a) PowersandDuties of the Board.—Theboardshall
havethe power, and it shall be its duty, to

(1) Appoint as hereinafterprovidedachiefcountyassessorandsuch
assistantassessors,clerksandotheremployesasmaybedeemednecessary.

(2) Adopt rules andregulationsnot inconsistentwith this act, which
shall governthe chiefassessor,hisassistantsandlocalelectedassessorsin
the making of the assessment.

(3) Hear and determineappeals,as hereinafterprovided, from the
valuationsfixed by theassessor,orrevisedby theboardasthecasemaybe.

(4) Establish,within the limits of this act, theform of the assessment
roll andtheorderof listing of personsandpropertyinsuchassessmentroll
andin the tax duplicatespreparedfrom suchroll.

(5) Prepareannually and submit to the county commissionersan
estimateof the expenseto beincurredincidentalto thecarryingoutof the
provisionsof this act.

(6) Examineand revisetheassessmentsandvaluationsas hereinafter
provided.

(7) Establisha permanentsystemof recordsconsistingof tax maps,
propertyrecordcardsandpropertyowner’sindex,ashereinafterprovided,



228 Act 1977-70 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

and such additional maps, materials and manuals as it shall deem
necessary.

(b) An appointedboardasprovidedin section301shallbelimitedlo:
(1) Hear anddetermineappealsfrom assessmentsmadeby thechief

countyassessor.
(2) Adopt rules of procedurewith respectto the determination of

appealsnot inconsistentwith this act.
Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The9th day of November,A. D. 1977.

MILTON J. SHAPP


