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(This Joint ResolutionNo. 3 was passedfor the first time at the Legis’ative
Sessionof 1976 asJointResolutionNo. 2 andfor thesecondtimeattheLegislative
Sessionof 1977.)

No. 1977-3

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 280

Proposing an amendmentto the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvaniaproviding for filling vacanciesin the office of justice, judge or
justice of the peace.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the
provisionsof Article XI thereof:

Thatsubsection(b) of section 13 of ArticleV of the Constitutionof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniabe amendedto read:
§ 13. Electionof justices,judgesandjustices of thepeace;vacancies.

(b) A vacancyin the office ofjustice,judgeor justiceof the peaceshall
be filled by appointmentby the Governor.The appointmentshallbewith
the adviceandconsentof two-thirds of thememberselectedto theSenate,
exceptin thecaseof justicesof thepeacewhichshallbeby a majority. The
personso appointedshall serve for [an initial] atermendingon the first
Mondayof Januaryfollowing the nextmunicipal electionmorethan ten
monthsafterthevacancyoccursor/or theremainderoftheunexpiredterm
whichever is less.

Section2. This proposed amendmentshall be submitted by the
SecretaryoftheCommonwealthto thequalifiedelectorsof theState,at the
primary, municipal, or generalelection next held after the advertising
requirements of Article XI, section 1 of the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahavebeensatisfied.


