
SESSIONOF 1977 Proclamations 569

COMMONWEALTH OFPENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE VIII

WHEREAS,Joint ResolutionNo. I of the 1977 sessionofthe General
Assembly of Pennsylvania(House Bill No. 144, Printer’s No. 1769)
proposedto amend Article VIII, Section2(c) of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania,so that, in certain cases,totally andpermanentlydisabled
veteransof any war or armed conflict in which the United Stateswas
engaged,shallbeexemptfromthe paymentof realpropertytaxes,thesaid
amendedsectionwasto readas follows:

ARTICLE VIII
TAXATION AND FINANCE

§ 2. Exemptionsand specialprovisions.

(c) Citizensandresidentsof this Commonwealth,who servedin any
war or armedconflict in which the United Stateswasengagedandwere
honorablydischargedor releasedunderhonorablecircumstancesfrom
active service,shall beexemptfrom thepaymentof all real-prGpertytaxes
upon the residenceoccupiedby the said citizens and residentsof this
Commonwealthimposedby theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniaoranyof
its political subdivisionsif, as a result of military service,they are blind,
paraplegicor doubleor quadrupleamputeesor havea service-connected
disability declaredby the United StatesVeterans’Administrationor its
successorto be a total or 100% permanentdisability, and if the State
Veterans’Commissiondeterminesthatsuchpersonsare in needof theta-x
exemptionsgrantedherein.

WHEREAS,ThesaidJointResolutionwaspassed,pursuantto Article
XI, Section 1 of said Constitution, by the General Assembly of
Pennsylvania,and

WHEREAS,The aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwassubmitted
for approvalto thequalifiedelectorsof this Commonwealthat anelection
held on November8, 1977,and

WHEREAS,The Secretaryof theCommonwealthhascertified to me
that the aforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwasapprovedby
the electorateon the aforesaidday,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Milton J. Shapp, Governor of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,do proclaim and pronouncethat the
aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwasadopted,on November8, 1977,
by a majorityof the electorsvoting thereon.
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GIVEN undermy handandthe Great
Seal of the State, at the City of
Harrisburg,this twenty-secondday
of February, in the year one
thousand nine hundred and
seventy-eight and of the
Commonwealththe two hundred
andsecond.

MILTON J. SHAPP
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

BARTON A. FIELDS
Secretaryof the Commonwealth
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE VIII

WHEREAS,Joint ResolutionNo. 2 of the 1977sessionof the General
Assembly of Pennsylvania(House Bill No. 304, Printer’s No. 1861)
proposedto amend Article VIII, Section 17 of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania,so that the GeneralAssemblymayenactspecialemergency
legislationasa resultof GreatStormsor Floodsof 1976,andwhenFederal
emergencyor disasterassistanceis available,retroactiveto 1976, the said
amendedsectionwasto readas follows:

ARTICLE VIII
TAXATION AND FINANCE

§ 17. Specialemergencylegislation.
(a) Notwithstanding any provisions of this Constitution to the

contrary, the GeneralAssembly shall have the authority to enact laws
providing for tax rebates, credits, exemptions, grants-in-aid, State
supplementations,or otherwiseprovidespecialprovisionsfor individuals,
corporations,associationsor nonprofit institutions, includingnonpublic
schools(whethersectarianor nonsectarian)in ordertoalleviatethedanger,
damage,suffering or hardshipfacedby such individuals, corporations,
associations,institutionsor nonpublicschoolsasaresult of GreatStorms
or Floodsof September1971,of June,1972 or of 1974,or of 1975 or of
1976.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article III, section 29
subsequentto a Presidentialdeclarationof anemergencyor of a major
disasterin any part of this Commonwealth,the GeneralAssemblyshall
havethe authority by avoteof two-thirdsof all memberselectedto each
Houseto make appropriationslimited to moneysrequiredfor Federal
emergencyor majordisasterrelief. Thissubsectionmayapplyretroactively
to any Presidentialdeclarationof anemergencyor of a majordisasterin
1976 or 1977.

WHEREAS, Thesaid JointResolutionwaspassed,pursuantto Article
Xl, Section 1(a) of said Constitution, by the General Assembly of
Pennsylvania,and

WHEREAS,TheaforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwas submitted
for approvalto the qualifiedelectorsof this Commonwealthatanelection
held on November8, 1977,and

WHEREAS, The Secretaryof the Commonwealthhascertified to me
that theaforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwasapprovedby
the electorateon the aforesaidday,
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Milton J. Shapp, Governor of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,do proclaim and pronouncethat the
aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwasadopted,on November8, 1977.
by a majority of the electorsvoting thereon.

GIVEN undermy handandthe Great
Seal of the State, at the City of
Harrisburg,this twenty-secondday
of February, in the year one
thousand nine hundred and
seventy-eight and of the
Commonwealththe two hundred
and second.

MILTON J. SHAPP
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

BARTON A. FIELDS
Secretaryof theCommonwealth


