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Amending the act of January6, 1970 (1969 P.L.434, No.185),entitled “An act
relatingto theCommonwealthCourt, implementingsection4 of Article V of the
Constitutionofthe Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,”increasingthenumberof
judgesof the court and providing for their appointment.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section2, act of January6, 1970 (1969 P.L.434,No.185),
knownas “The CommonwealthCourt Act,” is amendedto read:

Section2. Establishment and Composition of Commonwealth
Court.—(a) Pursuantto section4 of ArticleV of theConstitutionof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaandsection3 of the Schedulethereto,a
court of record of statewideoriginal and appellatejurisdiction, to be
known as the CommonwealthCourt, is establishedto be composedof
sevenjudgeswho shall becitizens of the Commonwealthandmembersof
the barof theSupremeCourt of the Commonwealthandwho shall, for a
periodof oneyearprecedingtheirelectionor appointmentandduringtheir
continuancein office, residewithin the Commonwealth.

(b) In order to increasethenumberof judgesof the Commonwealth
Court so that the court shall hereafterbecomposedof ninejudges, two
additional judges are hereby provided for who shall possessthe
quaI~ficationsprescribedin subsection(a)andwhoshall beappointedand
ekctedasprovidedin subsection(I) of section3.

Section 2. Section 3 of the act is amendedby addinga subsectionto
read:

Section3. Appointmentand Election of Judges;Terms._* * *

(j) In orderto inzplementthepurposesof thisact anduponitseffective
date,theGovernorshall appoint in themannerand/ortheterniprescribed
bysectionI3of Article VoftheConstitutionofPennsylvaniapertainingto
vacancy in the office of judge, two appointees:Provided, That both
appointeesshall not be membersof the samepolitical party. No judge
appointedpursuant to this subsectionshall be authorizedprior to the
expiration of his appointiveterm to file a declaration of candidacyfor
retention asprovided in section15 of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania.The electionofjudgesasto thesetwoadditionaljudgeships
shall be asprescribedby subsection(i).

Section 3. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The 14th day of March,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


