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Implementingthe provisionof section4.1 andrelatedsectionsof Ar-t-icle-IY of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaasaddedoramendedtoprovidefor theelectionof
theAttorneyGeneral;providingfor thecontinuationof thepowersanddutiesof
theAttorneyGeneralthroughinterimgubernatorialappointmentsto ensurean
orderly and efficient transition in the office of Attorney General and the
Departmentof Justice.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. (a) Upon the adoptionof the constitutionalamendment
adding section 4.1 and amendingrelated sectionsof Article IV of the
Constitutionof Pennsylvaniawhich shall bedeemedto be thedateof the
proclamationby the Governorof the approvalby the electorateof the
amendmentas provided for in 1 Pa.C.S.§ 903 (relatingto Governorto
proclaim result of election), there shall be a vacancyin the office of
Attorney General.The Governorshall nominate,in accordancewith the
provisionsof theConstitutionof Pennsylvania,and,by andwith theadvice
and consentof a majority of thememberselectedto theSenate,appointa
personto theoffice of Attorney General.TheAttorneyGeneralshallserve
duringthepleasureof theGovernorfora termendingonthethird Tuesday
of January1979 andshallcontinueto exerciseall thepowersandperform
all thedutiesasprovidedby law for theofficeof theAttorneyGeneral.In
the eventof a vacancyprior to the proclamationby the Governorof the
adoptionof the constitutionalamendmentor during the interimbetween
the proclamationand the confirmation by the Senateof the Attorney
General,theGovernorshalldesignatein writinganinterimactingAttorney
General.

(b) The vacancyoccurringin the office of Attorney Generaluponthe
expirationof his term on thethird Tuesdayof January1979shallbe filled
by the Governorwho shallnominate,in accordancewith the provisionsof
theConstitutionof Pennsylvania,and,by andwith the adviceandconsent
of amajority of thememberselectedto the Senate,appointan Attorney
General. The Attorney Generalshall serveduring the pleasureof the
Governor for a term endingon the third Tuesdayof January1981 and
shall,until otherwiseprovidedby law, continueto exerciseall the powers
andperformall thedutiesas providedby law for the officeof theAttorney
General. He shall in addition, from time to time, reportto the General
Assemblyrecommendationsfor an orderlyandefficient transitionof the
powersanddutiesto the Attorney Generalto be elected.



SESSIONOF 1978 Act 1978-25 55

Section 2. This act shall expire if the constitutional amendment
providing for the election of the Attorney Generalis defeatedby the
electorate.

Section3. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The18th day of April, A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


