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No. 1978-67

AN ACT

HB 1069

Amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103,No.69), entitled “An actconcerning
townshipsof the secondclass;and amending,consolidating,andchangingthe
law relating thereto,” changingthe method of filling vacanciesin certain
townshipoffices.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Section420, actof May 1, 1933(P.L. l03,No.69),knownas
“TheSecondClassTownshipCode,”reenactedandamendedJuly 10, 1947
(P.L.l481,No.567)andamendedOctober21, 1975 (P.L.428,No.120),is
amendedto read:

Section420. [Supervisors]Vacanciesin General—Ifthe electors of
any township shall fail to choosea supervisor,tax collector, auditor or
assessor,or if any personelectedto suchoffice shall neglector refuseto
servetherein,or if a vacancyshalloccurin the officebydeath,resignation,
removal from the township, or otherwise,a majority of the remaining
supervisorsmayappointa suécessorwho is a registeredvoterand upon
their failure to makesuchappointmentwithin thirtydaysafterthevacancy
occurs,the [court of common pleasshall appoint a successorwho is a
registeredvoter,uponthepresentationof a petitionsignedby asupervisor
andnot less thanfive registeredelectors.In eithercase,]vacancyshall be
filled within fifteen additionaldaysby a vacancyboardconsistingofthe
boardof supervisorsandoneregisteredelectorof thetownship,whoshall
beelectedby theboardofsupervisorsateachreorganizationithncetingand
who shalla~ctaschairmanofthevacancyboard.If thevacancyboardfails
tofill thepositionwithin the timeprescribed,the chairmanshallpetition
thecourt ofcommonpleastofill thevacancy.In all cases,thesuccessorso
appointedshallholdthe office [if theterm thereofcontinuessolong,] until
the first Monday in Januaryafter the first municipal electionoccurring
morethansixty daysafterthevacancyoccurs,at which electionaneligible
personshallbe electedfor theunexpiredterm.[Whena vacancyissofilled
by amajority of the remainingsupervisorsthey shall, within fifteen days
thereafter,certify suchappointmentto the clerk of the court of common
pleas.

If the electors of any township shall fail to choose two or more
supervisors,or if twoor morepersonselectedto suchofficesshallneglect-or
refuseto servetherein,or if vacanciesshall occur in two or moresuch
officesby death,resignation,removalfrom thetownship,orotherwise,the
courtof commonpleasshallappointsuc~essorsuponthepcesentalion-of-a
petition signedby not lessthan five registeredelectors.The successorsso
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appointedshall be registeredvotersand hold the offices, if the terms
thereofcontinueso long,until the first Monday in Januaryafterthefirst
municipalelectionoccurringmorethansixtydaysafterthe ~cancyocc~rs;
at which electioneligible personsshallbeelectedfor theune-xpired-terms.J

Section2. Sections421,422 and 423 of the act are repealed.
Section3. This actshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The15th day of June,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


