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No. 1978-104

AN ACT

SB 1042

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,further providingfor corruptionof minors.
The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section3125 of Title 18, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230),known as the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is
repealedanda sectionis addedto read:
[~3125. Corruptionof minors.

(a) Offense defined.—Whoever,being of the age of 18 yearsand
upwards,by any act corruptsor tendsto corruptthemoralsof anychild
undertheageof 18years,orwhoaids,abets,enticesorencouragesanysuch
child in the commissionof any crime, or who knowingly assistsor
encouragessuchchild in violatinghisor herparoleoranyorderofcourt,is
guilty of a misdemeanorof the first degree.

(b) Adjudication of delinquencyunnecessary.—Aconviction under
theprovisionsof thissectionmaybehadwhetheror not thejurisdictionof
any juvenile courthasattachedor shallthereafterattachto suchchild or
whether or not such child has beenadjudicateda delinquentor shall
thereafterbe adjudicateda delinquent.

(c) Presumptions.—Intrials and hearingsupon chargesof violating
the provisionsof this section,knowledgeof the minor’s ageand of the
court’sordersanddecreesconcerningsuchminorshallbepresumed-in-the
absenceof proof to the contrary.]
§ 6301. Corruption ofminors.

(a) Offensedefined.—Whoever,being of the age of 18 years and
upwards,by anyact corruptsor tendstocorruptthemoralsofanyminor
lessthan18yearsofage,or whoaids,abets,enticesorencouragesanysuch
minor in the commissionof any crime, or who knowingly assistsor
encouragessuchminorin violatinghisorherparoleor anyorder-ofcourt,
is guilty of a misdemeanorof thefirst degree.

(b) Adjudication of delinquencyunnecessary.—Aconviction under
theprovisionsofthissectionmaybehadwhetheror not thejurisdictionof
anyjuvenilecourt hasattachedorshallthereafterattachto suchminoror
whetheror not suchminor hasbeenadjudicateda delinquentor shall
thereafterbeadjudicateda delinquent.

(c) Presumptions.—Intrials and hearingsupon chargesof violating
theprovisionsof this section,knowledgeof the minor’s ageandof the
court’sordersanddecreesconcerningsuchminorshall bepresumed-in-the
absenceofproof to thecontrary.
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(d) Mistakeas to age.—
(1) Wheneverin this section the criminality of conductdepends

uponthecorruptionofaminorwhoseactualageisunder16years,it is
no defensethattheactordidnotknowtheageoftheminororreasonably
believedthe minor to be older than18years.

(2) Wheneverin this section the criminality of conductdepends
uponthecorruption0/aminorwhoseactualageis16yearsormorebut
less than 18 years, it is a defensefor the actor to prove by a
preponderanceoftheevidencethathereasonablybelievedtheminorto
be 18yearsor older.
Section2. Thisact shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The1st day of July, A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


