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No. 1978-148

AN ACT

SB 1254

Amending the act of September10, 1974 (P.L.639, No.209), entitled “An act
regulatingabortions;providingrequirementsrelatingtoconsent,andprotection
of prematureinfants abortedalive; limiting the subsidizingof abortions;
providing for the powers and duties of the Departmentof Health; and
prescribingpenalties,”prohibitingsubsidizingof abortions.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 7, act of September10, 1974 (P.L.639,No.209),
known as the “Abortion Control Act,” is amendedto read:

Section7. Subsidizingof AbortionsProhibited.—Sinceit isthepublic
policy of theCommonwealth[not to usepublic fundsto payfor unneeded
and unnecessaryabortions,]tofavor childbirth overabortion, nopublic
funds shallbeusedtopromoteabortion,no abortionshallbesubsidizedby
anyStateor localgovernmentalagency[in theabsenceofa certificateof a
physician,filed with suchbody,] unless there isfiled with such agencya
certificatesignedbyaphysicianstatingthat[such]theabortion.isnecessary
in order to [preserve]savethe life [or health] of the mother.Nothing
containedin this sectionshallbe interpretedto restrictor limit inany way,
appropriations,made by the Commonwealthor a local governmental
agency to hospitals for their maintenanceand operation, or, for
reimbursementto hospitalsfor services[performed] renderedwhich are
not for theperformanceof abortions.

Section2. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

Wecertify that thisbill, SenateBill No. 1254,Printer’sNo. l543,having
passedbothHouses,vetoedby the Governor,official notificationof which
wasreturnedto the SenatewheretheSenatereconsideredandpassedthe
bill by a two-thirds majority of the memberselected to the Senate
September25, 1978,. the objections of the Governor to the contrary
notwithstanding.IFpon notification by the Senateas to their action,the
HouseRepresehtativesreconsideredandpassedthebill on September26,
1978 by a two-thirds majority of the memberselectedto the Houseof
Representatives,the objections of the Governor to the contrary
notwithstanding.
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Given underour handand sealthis twenty-seventhday of September,
onethousandnine hundredandseventy-eight.

ERNEST P. KLINE K. LEROY IRVIS
President,Senate Speaker,Houseof Representatives

MARK GRUELL, JR. VINCENT F. SCARCELLI
Secretary,Senate ChiefClerk,Houseof Representatives

Note. The dateof final enactmentof Act No. 1978-148is Sept.26,1978.


