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No. 1978-253

AN ACT

SB 1290

Amendingtheactof December27, 1951 (P.L.1742,No.467),entitled,asamended,
“An actto providerevenueby imposingaStatetaxrelatingtocertaindocuments
and transactions;prescribingand regulating the method and mahner of
evidencingthe paymentofsuchtax;conferringpowersandimposingduiiesupon
certainpersons,partnerships,associations,andcorporations,sheriffs,recorders
of deeds,and theDepartmentof Revenue;savingcertainStateandlocal taxes
andauthorizingamendments,extensionsandsupplementsto theordinancesand
resolutionsrelatingthereto;andprovidingpenalties,”redefining“document”so
as to excludecertain transfersmadepursuantto sheriff’s sales.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Thedefmitionof “document”in section2, actof December
27, 1951 (P.L.1742,No.467),known as “The Realty TransferTax Act,”
reenactedand amendedFebruary9, 1961 (P.L.13,No.9) and amended
August7, 1963 (P.L.561,No.297),August8, 1963 (P.L.586,No .305)and
August27, 1963 (P.L.1285,No.524),is amendedto read:

Section2. The following words when used in this act shall have
meaningsascribedto them in this section,exceptin thoseinstanceswhere
the contextclearly indicatesa differentmeaning.

“Document.” Any deed, instrumentor writing wherebyany lands,
tenementsor hereditamentswithin this Commonwealthor any interest
therein shall be quitclaimed,granted, bargained,sold, or otherwise
conveyedto the grantee,purchaser,or any otherperson,but doesnot
include wills, mortgages, transfers between corporations operating
housingprojectspursuantto the HousingandRedevelopmentAssistance
I.aw andthe shareholdersthereof,transfersbetweennonprofit industrial
developmentagenciesandindustrialcorporationspurchasingfrom them,
any transfersto nonprofit industrialdevelopmentagencies,andtransfers
betweenhusbandandwife, transfersbetweenpersonswhowerepreviously
husbandandwife butwho havesincebeendivorcedprovidedsuchtransfer
is madewithin threemonthsof thedateof thegrantingof thefinal tlecreein
divorce,and the propertyor interest thereinsubjectto suchtransferwas
acquiredby the husbandandwife or husbandor wifeprior to thegranting
of the final decreein divorce,transfersbetweenparentandchild or the
spouseof sucha child or betweenparentandtrusteefor the benefitof a
child or the spouseof such child, by andbetweena principal andstraw
party for the purposeof placinga mortgageor ground rent upon the
premises,correctionaldeedswithoutconsideration,transfersto theUnited
States, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,or to any of their
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instrumentalities,agenciesor political subdivisions,by gift, dedicationor
deedin lieu of condemnation,or deedof confirmationin connectionwith
condemnationproceedings,or reconveyanceby thecondemningbody of
the property condemned to the owner of record at the time of
condemnationwhich reconveyancemayincludepropertylineadjustments
provided said reconveyanceis madewithin one year from the dateof
condemnation,leases,a conveyanceto a trusteeundera recordedtrust
agreementfor the expresspurposeof holdingtitle in trustassecurityfor a
debtcontractedat thetimeoftheconveyanceunderwhichthetrusteeisino-t
the lenderand requiringthe trusteeto makereconveyanceto the grantor-
borrowerupon the repaymentof the debt, or a transferby the ownerof
previouslyoccupiedresidentialpremisesto a builder of new residential
premiseswhen suchpreviouslyoccupiedresidentialpremisesis takenin
tradeby suchbuilderaspart of the considerationfrom thepurchaserof a
new previously unoccupiedresidentialpremisesor any transferfrom a
purchasemoney mortgagorto the vendorholding the purchasemoney
mortgage whether pursuant to a foreclosure or in lieu thereof, or
conveyancesto municipalities, townships,schooldistrictsand counties
pursuantto acquisitionby municipalities,townships,schooldistrictsand
countiesof tax delinquentpropertiesatsheriff saleor tax daimbureau~or
any transferbetweenreligiousorganizationsor otherbodiesor persons
holdingtitle to realestatefor a religious organizationif suchrealestateis
notbeingor hasnotbeenusedby suchtransferorforcommercialpurposes,
or in any sher(ffsaleinstitutedbya mortgageein which thepurchaserof
saidsheriff sale is themortgageewho institutedsaidsale.

Section2. Thisact shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The5th day of October,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


