
1214 Act 1978-287 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1978-287

AN ACT

HB 1508

AmendingtheactofMay 28, 1931 (P.L.202,No.121),entitled,asamended,“An act
providing for the registrationof motor boatsand the regulationof vessels
operatedor navigatedupon,over or through inland or tidal waters,whether
artificialornatural,within theCommonwealth;conferringpowersandimposing
dutieson certainpoliceofficers, the PennsylvaniaFish Commissionand the
Navigation Commissionfor the DelawareRiver and its navigabletributaries,
including the enforcementof certain existing laws; granting powers and
imposingdutiesupon theDepartmentof Revenue;and prescribingpenalties,”
furtherprovidingfor penaltiesandamendingthe short title.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections15 and 15.2, act of May 28, 1931 (P.L.202,
No.121),known as the “Motor BoatLaw,” amendedoraddedAugust14,
1963 (P.L.808,No.400),areamendedto read:

Section 15. (a) Any personviolating anyprovisionof thisact,orany
ruleor regulationprescribedby thecommissionunderthis act,shall,upon
conviction thereofin a summaryproceedingbeforea justice of thepeace,
aldermanor magistrate,be sentencedto pay a fine of not less than five
dollars and costs,nor morethan one hundreddollarsand costs,or, in
default of payment thereof, thirty days in jail; and, in addition, the
Departmentof Revenuemay revokethe registrationissuedfor themotor
boatusedby suchperson.

(b) Anypersonchargedwith violatinganyprovisionofthisact,orany
rule or regulationprescribedby thecommissionunderthisact,other than
an offense which is classified as a misdemeanor,may sign an
acknowledgmentof the offensecommittedeither before or after the
beginningofprosecutionandpayto anywaterwayspatrofrnanthepenalty
in full togetherwith costsaccruedtothatdate.Beforeanypersonshallsign
an acknowledgmentpursuantto thissubsection,thewaterwayspatrolman
shall orally advisethe personof his right to a hearing and swnmary
proceedingpursuanttosubsection(a). Theprintedreceipttherefore,which
shallin everyinstancebearthesignatureoftheExecutiveD-irector,shallbe
full evidenceoffull satisfactionof the offensecommitted.Theprinted
receiptshall haveprominentlyprintedthereonin large typea statement
that thepersonchargedhasa right to a hearingandsummaryproceeding
pursuantto subsection(a) andthat~(heelectsto signtheacknuwledgmnent;
he isforfeiting suchrights. Thereshallbea spacefrnmediatelyfollowing
suchstatementwhichthepersonchargedshallinitial to indicatehehasread
thestatement.Anyacknowledgmentwhich isnotsoinitialed-bytheperson
chargedshall be void and any subsequentprosecutionfor theoffenseor
offenseschargedtherein shall bebarred.
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Section 15.2. Thisactshallbeknownandmaybecitedasthe“~Motor]
BoatLaw.”

Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The26thday of November,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


