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AN ACT

HB 1521

Amending the act of May 14, 1857 (P.L.507, No.567), entitled “An act to
LegitimateChildrenBorn outof Lawful Wedlock,” providingthatall children
are legitimate.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1, act of May 14, 1857 (P.L.507,No.567),entitled
“An actto LegitimateChildren Born outof Lawful Wedlock,” amended
June17, 1971 (P.L.175,No.17), is amendedto read:

Section 1. (a) Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representativesof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania in General
Assemblymet,andit is herebyenactedby theauthorityof thesame,That
all children shall be legitimateirrespectiveof themarital statusof their
parentsandin anyandevery casewhere[thefatherandmotherofa child
or] childrenareborn outof wedlock[shall enterinto the bondsof lawful
wedlock and cohabit, such child or children shall thereby become
legitimated,and]theyshallenjoyall therightsandprivilegesasif theyhad
beenborn during the wedlockof [their] suchparents,exceptasotherwise
providedin Title 20Pa.C.S.

(b) For purposesof prescribing benefits to children born out of
wedlockby,from andthrough thefather,paternityshallbedeterminedby
any oneof thefollowing ways:

(1) If theparentsofa childbornoutofwedlockshallhavemarriedeach
other.

(2) If during theliyetimeof thechild~,thefather openlyholdsout the
child tobehisandreceivesthechildintohishome,oropenlyholdsthechild
out to behis andprovidessupportfor thechild which shallbedetermined
by clearand convincingevidence.

(3) If thereisclearandconvincingevidencethat themanwasthefather
of the child which may includeaprior court determinationofpaternity.

Section2. Thisact shall takeeffect immediatelyandshallapply to all
childrenliving on or bornafterthedateof enactmentif thechild’s fatheris
living on that dateor if he is bornafter the effectivedateof thisact.

APPROVED—The26thday of November,A. D. 1978.
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