
1264 Act 1978-301 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1978-30I

AN ACT

HB 1863

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,addingjudges to certaincourtsof commonpleas,and
providingfor optional traffic courtsandforsubpoenasincriminalproceedings.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section911 of Title42,actof November25, 1970(P.L.707,
No.230),knownasthePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,addedJuly9,
1976(P.L.586,No.142),is amendedto read:
§ 911. Courtsof commonpleas.

(a) Generalrule.—Thereshall be onecourtof commonpleasfor each
judicial districtof thisCommonwealthconsistingof thefollowingnumber
of judges:

Numberof

Judicial District Judges

First 81
Second [4] 6
Third [4] 5
Fourth I
Fifth 39
Sixth 5
Seventh 9
Eighth 2
Ninth [21 3
Tenth [6] 7
Eleventh 7
Twelfth 6
Thirteenth
Fourteenth 4
Fifteenth 6
Sixteenth 2
Seventeenth
Eighteenth
Nineteenth 5
Twentieth
Twenty-first 5
Twenty-second 1
Twenty-third [5J 6
Twenty-fourth [2] 3
Twenty-fifth



SESSIONOF 1978 Act 1978-301 1265

Twenty-sixth
Twenty-seventh 5
Twenty-eighth
Twenty-ninth 2
Thirtieth 2
Thirty-first 5
Thirty-second 12
Thirty-third
Thirty-fourth I
Thirty-fifth 2
Thirty-sixth 5
Thirty-seventh
Thirty-eighth [12] 14
Thirty-ninth 7 2
Fortieth 2
Forty-first I
Forty-second
Forty-third 2
Forty-fourth I
Forty-fifth 5
Forty-sixth
Forty-seventh 4
Forty-eighth
Forty-ninth [1]2
Fiftieth 2
Fifty-first I
Fifty-second 2
Fifty-third 2
Fifty-fourth
Fifty-fifth
Fifty-sixth I
Fifty-seventh
Fifty-eighth I
Fifty-ninth

(b) Singlecountydistricts.—Insinglecountyjudicial districtsthecourt
of commonpleasof the districtshallbe knownasthe “Courtof Common
Pleasof (the respective)County.”

(c) Multicountydistricts.—Inmulticountyjudicial districtsthe court
of commonpleasof thedistrict shall beknown asthe “Court~of Common
Pleasof the(respective)JudicialDistrict.” Thereshallbea separatebranch
of the court in eachcounty comprisingthe judicial district.

Section2. Chapter13 of Title42 isamendedby addinga subchapterto
read:
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CHAPTER 13
TRAFFIC COURTS

** *

SUBCHAPTERD
OPTIONAL TRAFFIC COURTS

Sec.
1341. Third classcity traffic courtsauthorized.
1342. Operationsof optionaltraffic courts.

§ 1341. Third class city traffic courts authorized.
Any city of the third classmay establishby ordinancea traffic court

which shall beacourtnotofrecord. Thecourtshall beheldbysuchofthe
district justicesof thecity asshall bedesignatedby thepresidentjudgeof
the court of commonpleasuponpetition by thecity. If established,the
court shall befor the city soestablishingit.
§ 1342. Operationsof optional traffic courts.

The district justicedesignatedby thepresidentjudgeshallpresideover
andsupervisethework of the traffic court. Thetraffic court shall beopen
for businessat such times as shall he designatedby city ordinanceor
prescribedby generalrule.

Section3. Title 42 is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 5904. Subpoenaof witnesses.

(a) Method of service.—In addition to any other methodof service
providedby law, a subpoenamaybeservedupon a witnessin acriminal
proceedingby registeredor certifiedmail, return receiptrequested,or by
first class mail.

(b) Proofofservice.—Acompletedreturn receiptshall beprimafacie
evidenceof serviceof thesubpoena.

(c) Duration.—A subpoenashallremain in forceuntil thetermination
of the criminal proceeding.

(d) Bench warrants.—Uponproofof serviceof a subpoena,thecourt
may issuea benchwarrantfor any witnesswhofails to appearin response
to a subpoena.However,suchwarrantcannotbeissuedifservicehasbeen
by first classmail.

Section4. (a) At the municipal electioji in November 1979, the
qualified electorsof thejudicial districtshiwhich thejudgesauthorized
hereinareaddedshallelect, in the same,mannerprescribedby law for the
election of presidentjudge of the courtof commonpleasof the districts,
competentpersonslearnedin the law to serveas additional law judgesof
the court of commonpleasof therespectivejudicial districtsfrom thefirst
Monday in January1980, for termsoften yearseach.Theoffices hereby
createdshall come into existenceon the first Mondayof January1980.
Vacancies in the offices hereby created whether caused by death,
resignation,expiration of term or otherwiseshallbe filled in the same
manneras is requiredby law in caseof similarvacanciesin theoffice of
presidentjudgeof the courts.



SESSIONOF 1978 Act 1978-301 1267

(b) The provisionsof 42Pa.C.S.§ 3135(relatingto increaseinnumber
of judges)shallnot apply to the additionaljudgeshereinauthorized.

Section5. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The26thday of November,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


