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(This JointResolutionNo. 1 waspassedfor thefirst timeattheLegislativeSession

of 1978.)

No. 1978-1

A JOINT RESOLUTION

HB 1395

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvaniaby providing for additional judges for the SuperiorCourt,
changingcertainprovisionsrelating to initial terms,andfurtherprovidingfor
the presidentjudge of the SuperiorCourt.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentsto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaare proposedin accordancewith the
provisionsof Article XI thereof:

Thatsection3 andsubsection(b) of section13of Article V andsection11
of the Scheduleto Article V be amendedto read:

ARTICLE V
THE JUDICIARY

§ 3. SuperiorCourt.
The SuperiorCourt shall bea statewidecourt, andshall consistof the

numberofjudges,which shallbenot lessthansevenjudges,~oneof whom
shall bethepresident judge,] and[its] havesuchjurisdictionasshallbe[as]
providedby [law] this Constitutionor by theGeneralAssembly.Oneofits
judgesshall bethepresidentjudge.
§ 13. Electionof justices,judgesandjusticesof the peace;vacancies.

(b) A vacancyin theoffice ofjustice,judgeor justiceof the peaceshall
be filled by appointmentby the Governor.Theappointmentshallbewith
theadviceandconsentof two-thirdsof thememberselectedto theSenate,
exceptin thecaseofjusticesof thepeacewhich shallbeby a majority. The
personso appointedshall servefor a term endingon the first Mondayof
Januaryfollowingthe nextmunicipalelectionmorethantenmonthsafter
thevacancyoccursorfor the remainderoftheunexpiredtermwhicheveris
less, except in the caseof personsselectedasadditionaljudges to the
Superior Court, where the GeneralAssemblymay stagger andfix the
length of theinitial termsof suchadditionaljudgesbyreferencetoanyof
thefirst, secondandthird municipalelectionsmorethan tenmonthsafl.sr
the additional judgesare selected.The manner by which any additional
judges are selectedshall be providedby this sectionfor thefilling of
vacanciesin judicial offices.
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SCHEDULE TO JUDICIARY ARTICLE

§ 11. Selectionof presidentjudges.
(a) Exceptin theCity of Philadelphia,section10(d)of thearticleshall

becomeeffectiveupon theexpirationof the term of thepresentpresident
judge, or upon earliervacancy.

(b) Notwithstandingsection10(d) of the article thepresidentjudgeof
theSuperiorCourtshall bethejudgelongestin continuousserviceon such
court if suchjudge wasa memberof such court on thefirst Mondayof
January1977.If no suchjudgeexistsoriswilling toserveaspresidentjudge
thepresidentjudge shall be selectedasprovidedby this article.


