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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTiTUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE V

WHEREAS,Joint ResolutionNo. 3 of the 1977 sessionof theGeneral
Assembly of Pennsylvania(SenateBill No. 280, Printer’s No. 282)
proposed to amend Article V, Section 13, subsection (b) of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania,providing for the appointmentby the
Governorof justices,judgesandjusticesof the peaceto vacantjudicial
offices, the said amendedsectionwas to readas follows:

ARTICLE V
THE JUDICIARY

§ 13. Electionof justices,judgesandjusticesof the peace;vacancies.

(b) A vacancyin theofficeof justice,judgeor justice of thepeaceshall
be filled by appointmentby theGovernor.Theappointmentshallbewith
theadviceandconsentof two-thirdsofthe memberselectedto the Senate,
exceptin thecaseofjusticesof thepeacewhichshallbeby a majority.The
personso appointedshall servefor a term endingon the first Mondayof
Januaryfollowingthenextmunicipalelectionmorethantenmonthsafter
thevacancyoccursor for theremainderoftheunexpiredtermwhicheveris
less.

WHEREAS, The said Joint Resolutionwaspassed,pursuantto Article
XI, Section 1 of said Constitution,by the GeneralAssemblyof
Pennsylvania,and

WHEREAS, TheaforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwassubmitted
for approvalto the qualifiedelectorsof thisCommonwealthatanelection
held on May 16, 1978, and

WHEREAS,The Secretaryof the Commonwealthhascertifiedto me
that the aforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwasapprovedby
the electorateon the aforesaidday,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Milton J. Shapp, Governor of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,do proclaim and pronouncethat the
aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwasadopted,on May 16, 1978,by a
majority of the electorsvoting thereon.
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GIVEN undermy handandthe Great
Seal of the State, at the City of
Harrisburg, this. seventh day of
June,in theyearonethousandnine
hundredand seventy-eightand of
the Commonwealth the two
hundredand second.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

EDWARD W. ROBINSON,JR.
DeputySecretaryof the Commonwealth
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’SOFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE IV

WHEREAS,Joint ResolutionNo.4 of the 1977 sessionof The General
Assemblyof Pennsylvania(HouseBill No. 84,Printer’sNo.94) proposed
to amendArticle IV of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaby addinga new
section,Section 4.1,andamendingSections5, 6, 8 and 17 to provide for
the electionof the AttorneyGeneral,thesaid new andamendedsections
were to readas follows:

ARTICLE IV
THE EXECUTIVE

§ 4.1. Attorney General.
An Attorney Generalshallbe chosenby the qualified electorsof the

Commonwealthon the day the, generalelection is held for the Auditor
GeneralandStateTreasurer;heshallholdhisoffice duringfouryearsfrom
the third Tuesdayof Januarynextensuinghis electionandshall notbe
eligible to servecontinuouslyfor morethantwo successiveterms;heshall
be the chief law officer of the Commonwealthandshall exercisesuch
powersandperformsuchdutiesas may be imposedby law.
§ 5. Qualifications of Governor, LieutenantGovernorand Attorney

General.
No personshall be eligible to the office of Governor,Lieutenant

Governoror Attorney Generalexcepta citizen of the United States,who
shall haveattainedthe ageof 30 years,and havebeensevenyearsnext
precedinghiselectionaninhabitantof this Commonwealth,unlessheshall
havebeenabsenton the public businessof the United Statesor of this
Commonwealth.No personshall be eligible to the office of Attorney
Generalexceptamemberof thebarof theSupremeCourtof Pennsylvania.
§ 6. Disqualificationfor offices of Governor,LieutenantGovernorand

Attorney General.
No member of Congressor personholding any office (except of

attorney-at-lawor in the NationalGuardor in a reservecomponentof the
armed forces of the United States) under the United States or this
Commonwealth shall exercise the office of Governor, Lieutenant
Governoror Attorney General.
§ 8. Appointing power.

(a) The Governorshall appoint a Secretaryof Educationand such
otherofficersas heshallbeauthorizedby lawto appoint.Theappointment
of theSecretaryof Educationandof suchotherofficersasmaybespecified
by law, shall be subjectto the consentof two-thirdsor a majority of the
memberselectedto the Senateas is specified by law.
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(b) TheGovernorshallfill vacanciesin officesto whichheappointsby
nominatingto theSenateaproperpersontofill thevacancywithin 90 days
of the first day of the vacancyandnot thereafter.TheSenateshallacton
eachexecutivenominationwithin 25 legislativedaysof its submission.If
the Senatehas not voted upon a nominationwithin 15 legislative days
followingsuchsubmission,anyfive membersof theSenatemay,in writing,
requestthepresidingofficer of the Senateto placethenominationbefore
theentireSenatebodywherebythe nominationmustbevotedupon prior
to the expiration of five legislative daysor 25 legislativedaysfollowin.g
submissionby the Governor,whicheveroccursfirst. If thenominationis
madeduringa recessor afteradjournmentsine die, the Senateshallact
upon it within 25 legislative days after its return or reconvening.If the
Senateforany reasonfails to actupon anominationsubmittedto it within
the required25 legislative days,the nomineeshall takeoffice as if the
appointmenthadbeenconsentedto by theSenate.TheGovernorshallma
similar mannerfill vacanciesin the offices of Auditor General, State
Treasurer,justice,judge,justiceof thepeaceandinanyotherelective-office
he is authorizedto fill. In thecaseofavacancyin anelectiveoffice,aperson
shall be electedto the office on the next electionday appropriateto the
office unlessthe first day of thevacancyis within two calendarmonths
immediatelyprecedingthe electionday in which casetheelectionshallbe
held on the secondsucceedingelectionday appropriateto the office.

(c) In actingon executivenominations,the Senateshallsit with open
doors.Thevotesshallbetakenby yeasandnaysandshallbeenteredonthe
journal
§ 17. Contested elections of Governor, Lieutenant Governor and

Attorney General;whensucceeded.
The Chief Justiceof the SupremeCourt shallpresideuponthetrial of

any contestedelectionof Governor,LieutenantGovernoror Attorney
Generalandshalldecidequestionsregardingtheadmissibilityofevidence,
and shall, upon requestof the committee,pronouncehis opinion upon
other questionsof law involved in the trial. The Governor,Lieutenant
GovernorandAttorneyGeneralshallexercisethedutiesof theirrespective
offices until their successorsshallbe duly qualified.

WHEREAS,Thesaid JointResolutionwaspassed,pursuantto Article
XI, Section 1 of said Constitution, by the General Assembly of
Pennsylvania,and

WHEREAS,TheaforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwassubmitted
forapprovalto thequalifiedelectorsof this Commonwealthat an election
held on May 16, 1978,and

WHEREAS,The Secretaryof the Commonwealthhascertified to me
that the aforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwasapprovedby
the electorateon the aforesaidday,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Milton J. Shapp, Governor of the
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Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,do proclaim and pronouncethat the
aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwasadopted,on May 16, 1978,bya
majority of the electorsvoting thereon.

GIVEN undermy handandthe Great
Seal of the State, at the City of
Harrisburg, this seventh day-of
June,in theyearonethousandnine
hundred and seventy-eightand of
the Commonwealth the two
hundredandsecond.

MILTON J. SHAPP
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

EDWARD W. ROBINSON,JR.
DeputySecretaryof the Commonwealth




