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No. 1979-21

AN ACT

HB 300

Amendingtheactof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),entitled“An actprovidingfor
andreorganizingthe conductof theexecutiveandadministrativework of the
Commonwealthby the ExecutiveDepartmentthereofand the administrative
departments,boards,commissions,andofficersthereof,including theboardsof
trusteesof State Normal Schools,or TeachersColleges;abolishing,creating,
reorganizing or authorizing the reorganizationof certain administrative
departments,boards,and commissions;defining the powersanddutiesof the
Governorand other executiveandadministrativeofficers, and of the several
administrative departments,boards, commissions,and officers; fixing the
salariesof theGovernor,LieutenantGovernor,andcertainotherexecutiveand
administrativeofficers; providingfor theappointmentof certainadministrative
officers, and of all deputiesand other assistantsand employes in certain
departments,boards,andcommissions;andprescribingthemannerin whichthe
numberandcompensationof thedeputiesandall otherassistant&-and-employes
of certain departments,boards and commissions shall be determined,”
authorizing the Department of Environmental Resources to make
determinationsaboutnaturalgas.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),known as“The
Administrative Codeof 1929,” is amendedby addinga sectionto read:

Section1927-A. Natural Gas Determinations.—TheDepartmentof
EnvironmentalResourcesshall havethepower and its duty shall be:

(1) To exercisejurisdiction with respectto making“determinations”
pursuantto TitleV, sections501 and503oftheFederalNaturalGasPolicy
Act of1978,PublicLaw 95-621(hereinafterreferredtoasthe“NGPA “) on
behalf of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,and only to theextent
required to comply with Title I and Title V of the NGPA and the
regulationspromulgatedthereunder.

(2) Todo all suchthingsandtakeallsuchactionsasmaybenecessary
to implementproceduresrequiredfor compliancewith Title! andTitle V
oftheNGPA astheyapplytodeterminationswithrespectto certification
ofnaturalgaswellsandproductionofnaturalgasin theCommonwealth,
taking into accountfully theparticularfactsandcircumstancesapplicable
to suchactivitiesin theCommonwealth,and tofully andefficientlycarry
out on behalfof the Commonwealththefunctions, dutiesandpowers
whichare to beexercisedbya “Stateagency”underTitle VoftheNGPA,
including specifically, without limiting the foregoing, establishing
proceduresandgeneralandalternativerequiranents,promvJg~iting~ules,
regulations and orders, establishingreasonable filing fees, making
specjfied determinations,executingon behalf of the Commonwealth
agreementsor contractswith appropriateFederalagencies,expending
suchfundsasare madeavailableto suchdepartmentfor suchpurposes,
and making such reports and certificationsas are calledfor. A II fees
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collectedby the departmentunder thissectionshall be depositedin the
GeneralFund.

Section 2. Nothingin thisactshallbeinterpretedor construedto affect
the authorityand powersof the Departmentof EnvironmentalResources
exceptas specifically set forth herein.

Section3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be
retroactive to November 8, 1978: Provided, however, That the
authorizationgrantedto the Departmentof EnvironmentalResources
hereundershall expireat suchtimeas its “Stateagency”functionsunder
theFederalNaturalGasPolicyAct of 1978,PublicLaw95-621,asenacted,
amendedor supplementedfrom time to time, no longerapply.

APPROVED—The28th dayof June,A. D. 1979.

DICK THORNBURGH


