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No. 1980-158

AN ACT

SB 1263

Amending the act of January19, 1968 (1967 P.L.996, No.443), entitled “An
act authorizingthecreation of indebtednessof five hundredmillion dollars
for the conservationand reclamationof land andwater resources;defining
the powersanddutiesof certainoffices,agenciesandpolitical subdivisions;
providing for the allotmentof proceedshereunderincluding Commonwealth
grants; prescribing standardsand making appropriations,”granting the
Secretaryof EnvironmentalResourcesthe right to entercertainpremisesfor
the purpose of conserving and reclaiming land and water resources;
providing for the liens upon such land; providing for the promulgationof
rules and regulationsandproviding for rights of recoveryfor abatementof
emergencyconditions; establishingan account to receive and disburse
Federalfunds; andreappropriatinglapsedfunds.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. The first paragraphof clause(1) of subsection(a) of
section 16, act of January19, 1968 (1967 P.L.996, No.443), known as
“The Land and Water Conservationand ReclamationAct,” amended
June 24, 1976 (P.L.427, No.103) and June 30, 1976 (P.L.474,
No.120), is amendedto read:

Section 16. Allotment of Moneys.—(a) The moneys receivedby
the Commonwealthfrom the issuanceand sale of bonds and notes
pursuantto this act whenappropriatedby the GeneralAssemblyfrom
the developmentfund shall be allotted for the following specific
purposes:

(1) To the Departmentof Environmental Resourcesthe sum of
two hundredmillion dollars ($200,000,000)for the eliminationof land
and water scarscreatedby past mining practices,[one hundredforty
million dollars (5140,000,000)1one hundred thirty million dollars
($130,000,000) of which shall be used for the prevention,control and
elimination of stream pollution from mine drainage, [and may
includel the restorationof abandonedstrip mine areas, or the elimi-
nation or control of abandoned mine conditions detrimental to public
health and safety, twenty million dollars ($20,000,000)of which shall
be used for the prevention, control and elimination of air pollution
from abandonedburning coal refuse banksprovided such land and
bank material is publicly owned, and (forty million dollars
(540,000,000)1fifty million dollars ($50,000,000) of which shall be
used for the prevention of surface subsidenceand elimination of
subsidence hazards aboveabandonedmine operations,for the sealing
of abandoned deep mines, for the control and extinguishmentof
surfaceand undergroundfires from abandonedmines and for admin-
istrationexpensesattendantthereto.
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Section2. Section19 of the act is amendedto read:
Section19. Federal Programs.—(a) The departments and

commissions set forth herein may utilize any available Federal
programto augmentthe funds madeavailableto such departmentor
commissionunderthe provisionsof this act.

(b) Within the General Fund there is hereby created a restricted
revenue account to be known as the Pennsylvania Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Account which shall consist of all grants from the
Federal Government to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania pursuant
to Title IV of Public Law 95-87, the “Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977.” Funds deposited in this account shall be
usedfor the purposes of clause (1) of subsection (a) of section 16, act
of January 19, 1968 (1967 P.L.9%, No.443), known as “The Land
and Water Conservation and Reclamation Act,” and for such other
purposes of abandoned mine reclamation as may be authorized by
law, subject to such conditions as may be imposed on such grants by
the Federal Government. All Federal grants and other revenues or
receipts incidental to this program are hereby appropriated to the
Department of Environmental Resources and shall require annual
executive authorization by the Governor. All such funds shall be a
supplement to and shall augment the allotment of moneys made avail-
able under clause (1) of subsection (a) of section 16, for the elimi-
nation of land and water scars created by past mining practices.

Section 3. Section20 of the act is amendedby addingsubsections
to read:

Section 20. Appropriations._** *

(e) All moneys lapsed under clause (1) of subsection (a) of
section 16 are hereby appropriated for four fiscal years beginning July
1, 1979, to the Department of Environmental Resources for the
purposes specified in clause (1) of subsection (a) of section 16.
Expenditures from such appropriation shall not be subject to the
limitation set forth in subsection (c) of section 16. The balance of the
foregoing appropriation which remains unexpended, unencumbered or
uncommitted after June 30, 1983, shall lapse.

(7) All moneys lapsed under clause (3) of subsection (a) of
section 16 are hereby appropriatedfor four fiscal years beginning July
1, 1979, to the Department of Environmental Resources, Fish and
Game Commissions and Historical and Museum Commission for the
purposes specified in clause (3) of subsection (a) of section 16.
Expenditures from such appropriation shall not be subject to the
limitation set forth in subsection (c) of section 16. The balance of the
foregoing appropriation which remains unexpended, unencumbered or
uncommitted after June 30, 1983, shall lapse.

(g) All moneys lapsed under clause (4) of subsection (a) of
section 16 are hereby appropriatedfor four fiscal years beginning July
1, 1979, to the Department of Community Affairs for the purposes
specified in clause (4) of subsection (a) of section 16. Expenditures
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from such appropriation shall not be subject to the limitation set forth
in subsection (c) of section 16. The balance of the foregoing appropri-
ation which remains unexpended, unencumbered, or uncommitted
after June 30, 1983, shall lapse.

Section4. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The10th dayof October,A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


