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AN ACT
SB 775

Amending the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.8035, No.247), entitled, as amended, ‘‘An
act to empower cities of the second class A, and third class, boroughs, incorpo-
rated towns, townships of the first and second classes including those within a
county of the second class and counties of the second class A through eighth
classes, individually or jointly, to plan their development and to govern the
same by zoning, subdivision and land development ordinances, planned resi-
dential development and other ordinances, by official maps, by the reservation
of certain land for future public purpose and by the acquisition of such land;
providing for the establishment of planning commissions, planning depart-
ments, planning committees and zoning hearing boards, authorizing them to
charge fees, make inspections and hold public hearings; providing for appro-
priations, appeals to courts and penalties for violations; and repealing acts and
parts of acts,” granting additional time for municipalities to determine
whether to grant final approval for proposed development plans.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Subsections (b) and (c) of section 711, act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.805, No0.247), known as the ‘‘Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code,”’ are amended to read:

Section 711. Application for Final Approval.—* * *

(b) In the event the application for final approval has been filed,
together with all drawings, specifications and other documents in
support thereof, and as required by the ordinance and the official written
communication of tentative approval, the municipality shall, within
{thirty] forty-five days of such filing, grant such development plan final
approval.

(¢) In the event the development plan as submitted contains varia-
tions from the development plan given tentative approval, the governing
body may refuse to grant final approval and shall, within [thirty] forty-
five days from the filing of the application for final approval, so advise
the landowner in writing of said refusal, setting forth in said notice the
reasons why one or more of said variations are not in the public interest.
In the event of such refusal, the landowner may either:

(1) Refile his application for final approval without the variations
objected, or

(2) File a written request with the governing body that it hold a
public hearing on his application for final approval. If the landowner
wishes to take either such alternate action he may do so at any time
within which he shall be entitled to apply for final approval, or within
thirty additional days if the time for applying for final approval shall
have already passed at the time when the landowner was advised that the
development plan was not in substantial compliance. In the event the
landowner shall fail to take either of these alternate actions within said
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time, he shall be deemed to have abandoned the development plan. Any
such public hearing shall be held pursuant to public notice within thirty
days after request for the hearing is made by the landowner, and the
hearing shall be conducted in the manner prescribed in this articie for
public hearings on applications for tentative approval. Within thirty days
after the conclusion of the hearing, the governing body shall by official
written communication either grant final approval to the development
plan or deny final approval. The grant or denial of final approval of the
development plan shall, in cases arising under this section, be in the form
and contain the findings required for an application for tentative
approval set forth in this article.

* %%

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days and shall apply to all
applications for final approval filed on or after the effective date of this
act.

APPROVED—The 16th day of October, A. D, 1981.
DICK THORNBURGH



