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No. 1981-134

AN ACT

SB 795

Amending theact of November22, 1978 (P.L.1166, No.274),entitled “An act
establishingthePennsylvaniaCommissiononCrime andDelinquency,provid-
ing for its powersanddutiesestablishingseveral advisorycommitteeswithin
thecommissionandprovidingfor theirpowersandduties,”revisingthemem-
bership,quorum,powersanddutiesof the commission,furtherprovidingfor
advisorycommittees,further providingfor theterminationof thecommission
andmakingarepeal.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section2, actof November22, 1978 (P.L.l 166, No.274),
referredto as thePennsylvaniaCommissionon Crime andDelinquency
Law, repealedin part October5, 1980 (P.L.693, No.142), is amendedto
read:
Section2. PennsylvaniaCommissionon Crime and Delinquency.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis herebyestablishedthe Pennsylvania
Commissionon CrimeandDelinquencyasanadministrative~commission
in theGovernor’sOffice.

(b) Composition.—Thecommissionshall consistof the following
members:

(1) TheAttorneyGeneral.
(2) TheChiefJusticeof Pennsylvania.
(3) TheCourtAdministratorof Pennsylvania.
(4) A judgeof acourtof commonpleas.
(5) Commissionerof StatePolice.
(6) The chairmenof the Houseand SenateMajority Appropri-

ationsCommittees.
(7) Thechairmanof theJuvenileAdvisoryCommittee.
(8) Fourmembersof theGeneralAssembly,of whom oneshallbe

designatedby, andserveat thepleasureof the Presidentpro tempore
of the Senate,one by the Minority Leaderof the Senate,oneby the
Speakerof the Houseof Representativesand one by the Minority
Leaderof theHouseof Representatives.

(9) Fourmembersappointedby the Governor,onerepresentative
of local law enforcementagencies,one representativeof adult correc-
tional rehabilitativeagencies,onerepresentativeof local electedoffi-
cialsandonedistrictattorneyrepresentative.

(10) Sevenprivatecitizensappointedby theGovernor,atleasttwo
of whichserveon theJuvenileAdvisoryCommittee.

(11) Commissionerof Correction.
1(11)1 (12) Suchadditionalmembersappointedbythe Governoras

arenecessaryto complywith therequirementsof Federallaw.
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(c) Judicial appointment.—Thejudge of acourtof commonpleas
shallbeappointedby the Governor from a list of no less than three nomi-
neesfor eachpositionsubmittedby theChiefJustice.If theChiefJustice
cannotor doesnot chooseto serve,anAssociateJusticeof theSupreme
Court of Pennsylvaniashall beappointedby the Governorfrom alist of
no lessthanthreenomineessubmittedby theChief Justice.If the Court
Administratorcannotor doesnot chooseto serve,anotherappropriate
judicial administrativeofficer of the Stateshallbe appointedby-theGov-
ernor from alist of no lessthan threenomineessubmittedby the Chief
Justice.

(c.I) Appropriations chairmen alternates.—The chairman of the
House Majority Appropriations Committeeand the chairman of the
SenateMajority AppropriationsCommitteemayauthorize,in writing, a
namedmemberof thecommitteetoservein hissteadon the-commission.

(d) Term of office.—Except for the Attorney General, the Chief
Justice[andj, CourtAdministratorof PennsylvaniacourtsandCommis-
sionerof the PennsylvaniaState Police, Commissionerof Correction,
the chairmen of the Houseand SenateMajority AppropriationsCom-
mitteesand thefour other membersof the GeneralAssembly,members
shallservefor a four-yearterm,andmaybeappointedfor no morethan
oneadditionalconsecutiveterm.Thetermsof thosememberswho serve
by virtue of the public office they hold shall be concurrentwith their
servicein the office from which theyderivetheir membership.Thetenn
of thechairman of the JuvenileAdvisoryCommitteeshall beconcurrent
with hisserviceaschairmanof thatcommittee.

(e) Vacancies.—Shouldany member ceaseto be an officer or
employeeof the agencyhe is appointedto represent,his membershipon
the commissionshallterminateimmediatelyanda new membershall be
appointedin the samemanneras his predecessorto fill the unexpired
portionof aterm.Other vacanciesoccurring,exceptthoseby theexpira-
tion of aterm,shallbe filled for thebalanceof theunexpiredtermin the
samemannerastheoriginal appointment.

(1) Chairman.—Thechairmanshall be chosenby the Governorand
shallserveatthe pleasureof theGovernor.A vice chairmanshallbedes-
ignatedby the chairmanandshall presideat meetingsin the absenceof
thechairman.

(g) Quorum.—ITweIveJA majorityof themembersshall constitutea
quorumandavoteof themajorityof thememberspresentshallbe suffi-
cientfor all actions.

(h) Termination of appointment.—Threeconsecutiveunexcused
absencesfrom regular[monthlyj meetings,exceptfor temporaryillness,
or failure to attendat least50% of the regularlycalled meetingsin any
calendaryearshallbeconsideredcauseforterminationof appointment.

(1) Compensationand expenses.—Memberswho are not Common-
wealthofficers or State,county, or municipal employeesshall bepaid
$75 adayfor attendanceat any official meeting.Reasonableexpenses
incurredby membersshallbe allowedandpaiduponthepresentation-oI
itemizedvoucherstherefor.
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(j) Executivedirector.—Anexecutivedirectorshall be appointedby
the Governorafter consultationwith the membersof the commission.
The executivedirectorshallbe paidsuchcompensationasthe Executive
Boardmaydetermine.

(k) Employees.—Theexecutivedirectormayemploy such personnel
andcontractfor suchconsultingservicesasmaybenecessaryandautho-
rizedto carryoutthepurposesof thisact. Staffof thecommission,other
thanthe executivedirector,shall be employedin accordancewith and
subjectto theprovisionsof theactof August5, 1941(P.L.752,No.286),
knownasthe“Civil ServiceAct.”

(1) Advisory committees.—Thecommission may establish such
advisorycommittees,in addition to thoseprovided for in thisact, as it
deemsadvisablebut only the commissionmayset policy or takeother
official action. Membersof advisorycommitteesshall serve without
compensationbut may be reimbursedfor necessarytravel and other
expensesin accordancewith applicablelaw andregulations.

(m) Meetings.—Allmeetingsof the commissionand of its advisory
committees,at which formal actionis taken,shallconform to theactof
July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175), referred to as the Public Agency Open
Meeting Law.

(n) Records.—Thecommissionand anyadvisorycommittee estab-
lished for the purposesof this act shall provide for public accessto all
recordsrelatingto its functionsunderthisact,exceptsuchrecordsas are
requiredto bekeptconfidentialby anyprovisionof Stateor Federallaw.

(o) State [Planning Agency] Criminal Justice Council.—The com-
missionis herebydesignatedas the State (PlanningAgency] Criminal
JusticeCouncil for thepurposesof theOmnibusCrimeControlandSafe
StreetsAct of 1968 (PublicLaw 90-351),as amended,andtheJuvenile
JusticeandDelinquencyPreventionAct of 1974 (PublicLaw 93-415),as
amended.

Section2. Section3 of theact is amendedby addinga paragraphto
read:
Section3. Powers and dutiesof the commission.

Thecommissionshallhavethepowerandits dutyshallbe:

(16) To designand to coordinatethe developmentand overseethe
implementationof an information systemto record transactionsand
to analyzetrendswithin theCommonwealth’scrim inaljusticesystem.
Section3. Paragraph(7) of section4 and section6 of the act are

amendedto read:
Section4. Dutiesof thecommissionrelativeto criminal statistics.

Thecommissionshallhavethepowerandits dutyshallbe:

(7) To presentto the Governorandthe membersof the General
Assembly[on or beforeJuly 1 of] eachyear a reportcontainingthe
criminal statisticsof theprecedingcalendaryearandto presentatsuch
othertimesas the commissiondeemsnecessaryreportson the special
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aspects of criminal and juvenile statistics. [The annual report shall
contain statisticsshowing:

(i) the number and types of offenses known to the public
authorities;

(ii) the personaland social characteristicsof criminals and delin-
quents;and

(iii) the administrative actions taken by law enforcement,judi-
cial, penal and correctional agenciesin dealing with criminals or
delinquents.]

Section6. JuvenileAdvisory Committee.
(a) Establishmentandmembership.—Thereis herebyestablishedthe

JuvenileAdvisory Committeewithin the commission.The membersof
the committeeshall beappointedby the Governorandshall includerep-
resentationof units of local government,law enforcementandjuvenile
justice agencyprobationpersonnel,juvenile court judges, public and
privateagenciesandorganizationsconcernedwith delinquencypreven-
tion or treatmentand servicesto delinquencypreventionor treatment
and servicesto dependentchildren, community-basedpreventionin-
treatmentprograms,organizationsconcernedwith thequalityof juvenile
justiceor that utilize volunteersto work with delinquentor dependent
children,businessesemployingyouth,youthworkersinvolvedwith alter-
nativeyouthprograms,[and] personswith specialexperienceandcompe-
tenceinaddressingtheproblemof schoolviolenceandvandalismandthe
problemof learning disabilitiesand representativesofpublic agencies
concernedwith specialeducation.Membersshall servefor afour-year
term,andmaybeappointedfor no morethanoneadditionalconsecutive
term.

(b) Numberandqualifications.—Thecommitteeshallconsistof no
lessthan [25] 15 membersor morethan 33 members,all of whom shall
havehad training or experiencein juvenilejustice. A majority of the
membersshallnot be full-time employeesof the Federal,Stateor local
governments.At least[one-thirdj one-fifth of the membershipshall be
underthe ageof [26] 24 at the time of appointment.At leastthreeof
thosemembersof thecommitteeunder[261 24 yearsof ageatthetime of
appointmentshallhavebeenor arecurrentlyunderthejurisdictionof the
juvenile justice system.

(c) Conditions of appointment.—Thecommitteeand its members
are subject to the samelimitations and conditions imposedupon the
commissionasprescribedin section2(d), (e),(h), (i), (m) and(n).

(d) Quorum.—Amajorityof themembersshallconstitutea quorum
anda voteof the majorityof the memberspresentshallbe sufficient for
all actions.

(e) Chairman.—The Governorshallappointachairmanfrom among
the membersof the committee[which shallservea two-yearterm] who
shallserveat thepleasureoftheGovernor.A vicechairmanshallbedes-
ignatedby the chairmanandpresideat meetingsin the absenceof the
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chairman.The committeeshallmeetatthe call of thechairman,but not
lessthanfour timesayear.

Section 4. Paragraph (6) of section 7 of the act is amended and a
paragraphisaddedto read:
Section7. Powersanddutiesof theJuvenileAdvisoryCommittee.

The JuvenileAdvisory Committeeshallhavethe power, and its duty
shallbe:

* * *~

(6) Staffsupportshall bemadeavailableto theJuvenileAdvisory
Committeeby the executivedirector in order to adequatelyperform
the dutiesprovided for in this section. [The chief of the section for
juvenile planning shall serve as executive secretary for its advisory
committee.]

(7) Submitto theGovernorandtheGeneralAssemblysuchreports
asmayberequiredbyFederalLaw.
Section 5. Section 8 of the act is amended to read:

Section 8. [Regional Advisory Committees] Local Criminal Justice
PlanningAgencies.

(a) [Establishment and composition.—There shall be Regional
Advisory Committeeswithin the commissionwhich shall be-composed-as
follows:

(1) Not lessthan 24 members,including the chairman aft of which
shall beappointed by the Governor.

(2) Members shall be selectedto represent theinterestsof local-law
enforcement, judiciary, corrections, prosecution, defense,health and
welfare planning bodies,private agenciesand citizensgroups, commu-
nity groups, and organizationsconcernedwith crime and delinquency;
public and private agenciesactive in juvenile delinquency prevention;
and shall include a majority of local electedofficials selectedin con-
formity with law.

(3) A member shall serve a two-year term unlessterminated by the
Governor or terminated, in the caseof an electedor appointed public
officer, by the end of such service, and shall continue to serveuntil
notified of termination or reappointment.

(4) Three consecutiveunexcusedabsencesfrom regular meetings,
exceptfor temporary illness, or failure to attend at least 50% of the
regular meetingsin any calendaryearshall be consideredcausefor ter-
mination of appointmentand shall be reported to the Governor by the
chairman of thecouncil.
(b) Bylaws.—Each advisory committee shall establish bylaws to

govern its operation and internal administration. These bylaws shall be
subject to approval by theexecutivedirector of thecommissionto-insure
that they are in accordancewith State and Federal laws, regulations,
guidelinesand commissionpolicies.

(c) Powers and duties.—The Regional Advisory Committees shall
assist the commissionby developing and adopting comprehensiveJaw
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enforcementand criminal justice and juvenile delinquency plans. All
such activities shall be performed in accordance with establishedcom-
mission policies, guidelines, processesand timetables. The Regional
Advisory Committeesshall make a review of, and develop-recommenda-
tions concerning, comprehensiveplans developed by units of general
local government,including mini-block grant plans,to determineconsis-
tency with the commission’scomprehensiveplan and all relevant guide-
lines, policies,processes,and timetables and makerecommendationsto
the commissionfor the funding of projects consistentwith the commis-
sion’scomprehensiveplan, establishedfunding guidelinesand conducive
to local and regional law enforcement, criminal justice and juvenile
delinquencyneeds.

(d)J Local planning agencystaff.—Nounit of general local govern-
ment or combination of suchunits shall be eligible to receivefunds for
the establishmentand operation of a criminal justice planning agency
unlessthe staffof suchagencyishired and retained on merit principles.

1(e)] (b) Cities of the first class.—Wheneverany city of the first class
shall establish a [Regional Advisory Committee] local criminal justice
planningagencywhichcomplieswith Federalrequirements,such[advis-
ory committee]agencyshall be the advisorycommitteeto the commis-
sion for that city and, in such instance,the chief executiveof the city
shallappointthemembersof the[advisorycommittee]agency.

Section6. Section 12 of the act, amended December 5, 1980
(P.L. 1116,No.194), is amendedto read:
Section 12. Termination of commission.

On December 31, [1981] 1985 the commission shall be abolished.The
Judiciary Committees of the House of Representatives and Senate shall
conduct a review of the performance and effectivenessof thecommission
and make public areport of their findings, conclusionsand recommen-
dations,including proposedlegislationfor suchextensionor reorganiza-
tion of thecommissionas deemedappropriate.Suchreviewshallbecon-
ductednotlaterthanninemonthspriorto thetermination.

Section 7. Section 13 of the act is amended to read:
Section 13. Repealer.

(Section9241 Sections924 and 925, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L. 177,
No.175), known as “The Administrative Code of 1929,” (is] are
repealed.

Section 8. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The17th day of December, A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


