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No. 1981-136

AN ACT

HB 145

Authorizingthe Secretaryof EnvironmentalResourcesto establisha Volunteers

in StateParksandForestsProgramandfor otherpurposes.
TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. The Sec~retaryof EnvironmentalResources,hereinafter
referredto as the secretary,is authorizedto recruit, train and accept
without regardto thecivil serviceclassificationlaws,rules-orregulations,
the servicesof individualswithout compensationas volunteersfor or in
aid of interpretivefunctions,visitorservices,conservationmeasuresand
developmentor otheractivities in andrelatedto Statepark and forest
areasadministeredby the secretarythrough the Bureauof StateParks
andBureauof Forestry.

Section 2. The secretary is authorized to provide for incidental
expenses,suchastransportation,uniforms,lodging andsubsistence.

Section 3. (a) Exceptasotherwiseprovidedin thissection,avolun-
teershall not bedeemedto bea Commonwealthemployeeandshallnot
besubjectto the provisionsof law relatingto Commonwealthemploy-
ment, includingthoserelatingto hoursof work, ratesof compensation,
leave,unemploymentcompensationandCommonwealthemployeebene-
fits.

(b) Volunteersperformingwork underthe termsof this act shall be
authorizedto operateCommonwealthvehiclesandshall be treatedfor
the purposesof automotive and generalliability as employeesof the
Commonwealth.

(c) For the purposesof the act of June2, 1915 (P.L.736,No.338),
known as “The PennsylvaniaWorkmen’s CompensationAct,” as
amended,relatingto compensationto employeesfor work injuries,vol-
unteersundertheprovisionsof thisactshall bedeemedemployeesof the
Commonwealthwithin themeaningof theterm “employe” asdefinedin
section 104 of said actandtheprovisionsof that law shallapply.

(d) No volunteershall be assignedto anypositionpresentlyfilled or
authorizedin theBureauof StateParksor Bureauof Forestry.

Section4. The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesshall have
thepowerandauthorityto do all thingsnecessaryandexpedientto estab-
lish andoperatea Volunteersin StateParksandForestsProgramandto
promulgaterulesandregulationsunderthisact.



SESSIONOF 1981

Section5. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The17thdayof December,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH
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