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AN ACT

HB 1642

Amending the act of April 18, 19q9 (P.L.604, No.128), entitled “An act to
promotethe welfare of the people of the Commonwealth;creating a State
Highway andBridgeAuthority as a body corporateand politic with powerto
construct, reconstruct, improve, maintain, equip, furnish, and operate
highwayandbridgeprojects,androadsiderests,andto leasethesame.andto
fix andcollect fees, rentals,andchargesfor the usethereof;authorizingand
regulatingthe issuanceof bondsby said Authority, and providing for the
paymentof suchbonds,andthe rightsof theholdersthereof;an loenterinto
agreementswith the Governmentof the United Statesor anyFederalagency;
andauthorizingtheDepartmentof Highwaystogrant,assign,convey,or lease
totheAuthority lands,easements,or rights of wayof theCommonwealthand
intereststherein,andtoacquirelandstherefor;authorizingsaidAuthority and
the Departmentof Highwaysto enterinto agreementsproviding for mutual
cooperationin furtheranceof the constructionof any project herebyautho-
rized; grantingthe right of eminentdomain;empoweringsaidAuthority to sell
andconveyprojectsand property to the Commonwealth;andprovidingthat
no debt of the Commonwealthor any of its political subdivisionsshall be
incurredin theexerciseof anyof thepowersgrantedby this act; anti-makingan
appropriation,”furtherproviding forawardof contracts.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 13, act of April 18, 1949 (P.L.604, No.128),
known as the “State Highway and Bridge Authority Act,” amended
October4, 1978(P.L.1037,No.234),isamendedto read:

Section 13. Competition in Award of Contracts.—Ifany project or
any portion thereofor any improvementthereof shall be constructed,
equippedor furnished pursuantto a contract and the estimatedcost
thereof exceeds (two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500)Jfour
thousanddollars ($4,000),suchcontractshall be awardedto the lowest
responsiblebidder, after advertisementfor bids. The Authority may
makerulesandregulationsfor thesubmissionof bids andthe construc-
tion, equipping, furnishing or improvementof any project or portion
thereof.Such rulesand regulationsmay providefor the submissionof
bids to theDepartmentof Highways asagentfor theAuthority, aspro-
videdin sectionfive of thisact. No contractshall beenteredinto for con-
struction, equipping, furnishing or improvement of any project or
portion thereof,or for the purchaseof materials,unlessthe contractor
shall give anundertakingwith asufficientsuretyor suretiesapprovedby
theAuthority, andin anamount fixed by the Authority, for the faithful
performanceof the contract;andsuchcontractsshall also be accompa-
nied by anadditionalbond for theprotectionof thosewho furnishlabor
andmaterial, in suchamountandsubject to the sametermsandcondi-
tions as requiredby the StateHighway Law on contractsfor the con-
structionof Statehighways.Nothingin thissectionshall be construedto
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limit the power of the Authority to constructany project or portion
thereof,or anyaddition,bettermentor extensionthereto,directlyby the
officers, agentsandemployesof theAuthority, or by agreementwith the
Federalor State government,or any agencyor department,or either
thereof.

Subjectto the aforesaid,the Authority may(but without intendingby
thisprovisionto limit anypowersof suchauthority)enterinto andcarry
outsuchcontracts,or establishor complywith suchrulesandregulations
concerninglabor andmaterialsandotherrelatedmattersin connection
with anyprojector portionthereof,astheAuthority maydeemdesirable
or as may be requestedby any Federalagencythat may assistin the
financingof suchprojectoranypartthereof.

Everycontractfor theconstruction,reconstruction,alteration,repair,
improvementor maintenanceof public works shallcomplywith thepro-
visionsof the act of March 3, 1978 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the “Steel
ProductsProcurementAct.”

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60days.

APPRovED—The22nddayof December,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


