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AN ACT
SB 532

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes, providing for confidential communications to counselors of
sexual assault victims.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby -
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Title 42, act of November 25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230),
known as the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, is amended by adding
a section to read:

§ 5945.1. Confidential communications to sexual assault counselors.

(a) Definitions.—As used in this section the following words and
Dphrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection:

““Rape crisis center.”” Any office, institution or center offering assis-
tance to victims of sexual assault and their families through crisis inter-
vention, medical and legal accompaniment and follow-up counseling.

“‘Sexual assault counselor.”” A person who is engaged in any office,
institution or center defined as a rape crisis center under this-section, who
has undergone 40 hours of training and is under the control of a direct
services supervisor of a rape crisis center, whose primary purpose is the
rendering of advice, counseling or assistance to victims of sexual assault.

“Victim.”’ A person who consults a sexual assault counselor for the
purpose of securing advice, counseling or assistance concerning a
mental, physical or emotional condition caused by a sexual assault.

‘“Confidential communication.’’ Information transmitted between a
victim of sexual assault and a sexual assault counselor in the course of
that relationship and in confidence by a means which, so far as the victim
is aware, does not disclose the information to a third person other than
those who are present to further the interests of the victim in the consul-
tation or those to whom disclosure is reasonably necessary for the trans-
mission of the information or an accomplishment of the purposes for
which the sexual assault counselor is consulted. The term includes all
information received by the sexual assault counselor in the~course-of that
relationship.

(b) Privilege.—A sexual assault counselor has a privilege not to be
examined as a witness in any civil or criminal proceeding without the
Dprior written consent of the victim being counseled by the counselor as to
any confidential communication made by the victim to the counselor or
as to any advice, report or working paper given or made in the course of
the consultation.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 23rd day of December, A. D. 1981.
DICK THORNBURGH



