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No. 1981-169

AN ACT

SB 532

AmendingTitle 42 (JudiciaryandJudicialProcedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,providingfor confidentialcommunicationstcicounselorsof
sexualassaultvictims.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Title 42, act of November25, 1970 (P.L.707,No.230),
knownasthe PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is amendedby adding
asectionto read:
§ 5945.1. Confidentialcommunicationsto sexualassaultcounselors.

(a) Definitions..—Asused in this section thefollowing words and
phrasesshallhavethemeaningsgivento themin thissubseetion:

“Rape crisiscenter.” Anyoffice, institutionor centerofferingassis-
tanceto victimsofsexualassaultandtheirfamiliesthroughcrisis inter-
vention,medicalandlegalaccompanimentandfollow-upcounseling.

“Sexualassaultcounselor.” A personwho is engagedin anyoffice,
institutionor centerdefinedasarapecrisiscenterunderthis-secthnt,who
hasundergone40 hoursoftraining and is underthecontrolofa direct
servicessupervisorofa rape crisis center, whoseprimarypurposeis the
renderingofadvice,counselingor assistanceto victimsofsexualassault.

“Victim.” A personwho consultsa sexualassaultcounselorfor the
purpose of securing advice, counseling or assistance concerning a
mental,physicaloremotionalconditioncausedbya sexualassault.

“Confidential communication.” Informationtransmittedbetweena
victim of sexualassaultand a sexualassaultcounselorin thecourseof
that relationshipandinconfidencebyameanswhich, so/arasthevictim
is aware, doesnot discibsethe informationto a third personotherthan
thosewho arepresenttofurthertheinterestsofthe victim in the consul-
tation or thoseto whomdisclosureisreasonablynecessaryfor thetrans-
missionof theinformationor an accomplishmentof thepurposesfor
which the sexualassaultcounseloris consulted.Theterm includesall
informationreceivedby thesexualassaultcounselorin the—courst~=afthat
relationship.

(b) Privilege.—Asexualassaultcounselorhasa privilege not to be
examinedasa witnessin anycivil or criminal proceedingwithout the
prior written consentofthe victimbeingcounseledbythecounselorasto
anyconfidentialcommunicationmadeby thevictim to thecounseloror
asto anyadvice,report or workingpapergivenormadein thecourseof
theconsultation.
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Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The23rddayofDecember,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA


