
SESSIONOF 1981 Act 1981-173 591

No. 1981-173

AN ACT

HB 696

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-
utes,providing for summarycriminal contemptproceedingsfor personswhO
willfully fail tocomply with lawful supportorders.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Title 18, act of November25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230),
knownasthe PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is amendedby adding
a sectionto read:
§ 4324. Willful failure to pay supportorder.

(a) Offensedefined.—Anypersonwhohas willfully failed to comply
with thesupportorderofanycourt within thisCommonwealthwhenhe
hadthefinancialability to do soshallbeguilty ofasumm~wy~ffense~

(1,) Applicationof section.—Thisoffenseshall applyto all support
cases, whether civil or criminal in nature, and whether the person
chargedismarried, unmarried,separatedordivorced.

(c) Jurisdiction.—Exclusive original jurisdiction to hear the
summaryoffenseproceedingsunderthis sectionshall be vestedIn the
courtsofcommonpleasofthevariouscounties.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60 days.

APPROVED—The23rddayof December,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


