
164 Act 1982-51 LAWS OFPENNSYLVANIA

No. 1982-51

AN ACT

HB 1601

Amendingtheactof June3, 1937 (P.L.1225,No.316),entitled “An actconcern-
ing gameand otherwild birds and wild animals;andamending,revising,con-
solidating,andchangingthe law relatingthereto,”furtherprovidingfor open
seasonfor raccoons.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Subsection(b) of section501, act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1225,No.316),knownas “The GameLaw,” amendedJanuary14,
1952(1951P.L.2020,No.564),is amendedto read:

Section501. OpenSeasons._** *

(b) [RaccoonsNot to Be Trapped;Exceptions;Removalof Protec-
tion,etc.] TakingofRaccoonsRegulated.Exceptindefenseof personor
property, it is unlawful for any personto take, or attempt to take,
raccoonsthroughtheuseof traps[or deadfallsJ,exceptin suchcountyor
countiesas the commissionmay,by properresolution,[public noticeof
which shallbe given as hereinafterprovided,]declareopento trapping
when in its opinion raccoonsare sufficiently abundantto justify such
trapping.[, but theprovisionsof thissubsectionshallnot beconstruedto
preventanybonn fide occupantof a farm which lies within anycounty
not declaredopento generalpublic raccoontrapping,who is acitizenof
the UnitedStatesandactuallyresidesuponandcultivatessucbfarm,or
any immediatememberof his family, or regularly hired help of such
occupant,if any suchpersonis a citizen of the UnitedStates,actually
residing upon and cultivating such farm, from trapping raccoons
thereon,includingthewoodlandsconnectedtherewithas a partthereof,
solong asanysuchpersoncomplieswith theprovisionsof thisactor the
rulesand regitlationsadoptedthereundergoverningtrappingmethods,
seasonsandbaglimits, unlessthecommissionhasdeniedor thisactdoes
deny to anysuchpersontheright to huntor trapanywherein thisCom-
monwealth.]

After investigationor upon information otherwiseobtainedIby the
Departmentof Agriculture] asto anycountybeinginfestedwith rabies,
the commission Ishall, upon notice given by said department,]may
removeall protectionon raccoonsin suchinfestedcounties,or declarean
open seasonon such animals, or direct the killing and dispositionof
same,insuchmannerasthecasemayrequire.

Wheneverthecommissionfixesopenseasonsfor huntingor trapping
raccoons,or wheneversuch openseasonsare establishedasotherwise
providedin this section,suchopen seasonsshall be thirty daysshorter
for nonresidentsof the Commonwealth.Thethirty daysof extraopen
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seasonsfor residentsoftheCommonwealthshall be thefirst thirty days
oftheopenseason.

Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffectSeptember1, 1982.

APPROVED—The7thdayof March,A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


