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No. 1982-56

AN ACT

SB 1102

Amendingtheactof March 11, 1971 (P.L.104,No.3), entitled,asreenactedand
amended,“An act providing propertytax or rentrebateandinflation divi-
dendsto certainseniorcitizens,widows,widowers andpermanentlydisabled
personswith limited incomes;establishinguniform standardsandqualifica-
tions for eligibility to receiverebatesanddividends;andimposingdutiesupon
theDepartmentof Revenue,”increasingeligibility underthe propertytax or
rent rebateand inflation dividend; adjustingrebateanddividend schedule;
increasingthe maximumrebate;andproviding for transportationassistance
grantsandgrantstoareaagenciesonaging for servicesto olderpersons.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The title, sections1 and 2, clause(7) of section3 and
section4, actof March 11, 1971 (P.L.104,No.3),known as the“Senior
CitizensPropertyTaxor RentRebateandOlderPersonsInflation Needs
Act,” reenactedandamendedJune16, 1975(P.L.7, No.4) andamended
December21, 1979(P.L.570,No.131),areamendedto read:

AN ACT

Providing propertytax or rent rebateandinflation dividendsto certain
senior citizens, widows, widowersandpermanentlydisabledpersons
with limited incomes;establishinguniform standardsand qualifica-
tions for eligibility to receiverebatesand dividends;providingfor
transportationassistancegrantsandgrantsto area agencieson aging
for servicesto older persons;and imposingdutiesupon the Depart-
mentof Revenue.
Section1. ShortTitle.—This actshallbe known andmaybecitedas

the “Senior Citizens[Property Tax or Rent] Rebateand[Older Persons
Inflation Needs]AssistanceAct.”

Section2. Declarationof Policy.—In recognitionof the severeeco-
nomic plight of certain senior citizens, widows, widowers and perma-
nently disabledpersonswho are real propertyownersor renterswith
fixed andlimited incomeswho are facedwith rising living costsandcon-
stantly increasingtaxandinflation cost burdens[upontheir homesteads]
which threaten their homesteadsand self-sufficiency,the General
Assembly,pursuantto themandatesof theConstitutionalConventionof
1968, considersit to be a matterof soundpublic policy to makespecial
provisionsfor property tax rebatesor rent rebatesin lieu of property
taxesandinflation dividendsto thatclassof seniorcitizens,widows,wid-
owersandpermanentlydisabledpersonswho are realpropert-y-taxpayers
or renterswho arewithoutadequatemeansof supportto enablethemto
remain in peaceablepossessionof their homesand relieving their eco-
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nomic burdenand to providetransportationassistancegrants and to
providegrantsto areaagencieson agingfor servicesto older-persons.

Section3. Definitions.—Asusedin thisact:

(7) “Claimant” meansapersonwho files a claim for propertytax
rebateor rent rebatein lieu of propertytaxesandinflation dividendand
wassixty-five yearsof ageor over, or whosespouse(if a memberof the
household)wassixty-five yearsof ageor over, during a calendaryearin
which realpropertytaxes,rent andinflation costsweredueandpayable
or wasawidow or widowerandwas fifty yearsof ageor over during a
calendaryearor partthereofin which realpropertytaxes,rent andinfla-
tion costs weredueand payable,or wasapermanentlydisabledperson
eighteenyearsof ageor over during a calendaryearor part thereofin
which realpropertytaxes,rent andinflation costsweredueandpayable.
Forthepurposesof thisactthe term“widow” or “widower” shallmean
the surviving wife or the surviving husband,as the casemay be, of a
deceasedindividual and who has not remarriedexcept as provided in
subsection(c) and(d) of section4 of thisact. Forthepurposesof thisact
the term “permanentlydisabledperson” shall mean a personwho is
unableto engagein any substantialgainful activity by reasonof any
medically determinablephysical or mental impairment which can be
expectedto continueindefinitely, except as provided in subsection(c)
and(d) of section4of thisact.

Section4. PropertyTax; RentRebateandInflation Cost.
(a.1) Theamountof any claim for propertytax rebateor rent rebate

in lieu of propertytaxesfor realpropertytaxesor rent dueandpayable
during calendaryear [1978] 1981 and thereaftershall be determinedin
accordancewith thefollowing schedule:

[Percentage of Real Property Taxes or
Rent Rebate in Lieu of Property Taxes

Household Income Allowed as Rebate
$ 0 - $4,499 100%
4,500 - 4,999 90
5,000 - 5,499 80
5,500 - 5,999 70
6,000 - 6,499 60
6,500 - 6,999 50
7,000 - 7,499 40
7,500 - 7,999 30
8,000 - 8,499 20
8,500 - 8,999 10]
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Percentageof RealProperty Taxesor
Rent Rebatein Lieu of

HouseholdIncome Property TaxesAllowedas Rebate
$ 0 - $4,999 100%

5,000 - 5,999 80
6,000 - 6,999 60
7,000 - 7,999 40
8,000 - 8,999 20
9,000 - 11,999 10

(a.2) To all claimantseligible for a propertytax or rentrebatethere
shallbepaidaninflationdividend determinedin accordancewith-the-fol-
lowing schedule:

[Household Income Dividend
$ 0 - 3,999 $95

4,000 - 4,999 70
5,000 - 5,999 40
6,000 - 7,499 20
7,500 - 8,999 151

HouseholdIncome Dividend
$ 0 - 4,999 $125

5,000 - 5,999 100
6,000 - 6,999 75
7,000 - 7,999 60
8,000 - 8,999 45
9,000 - 11,999 30

(a.3) To all claimantseligible for a propertytax or rentrebatefor
realpropertytaxesor rent due and.payableduring calendaryear 1980
thereshallbepaidonehundreddollars ($100) asan additionalinflation
dividend. Theadditionalinflation dividendpaymentshall bemailedno
later thanthemailing oftheapplicationformfor claiminga 1981prop-
ertytaxor rentrebate.

(b) No claim shall be allowedif the amountof propertytax or rent
rebatecomputedin accordancewith this sectionis less than ten dollars
($10), andthe maximumamountof propertytax or rent rebatepayable
shall not exceed [four hundred dollars ($400)] five hundreddollars
($500).

(c) No claim shall beallowedif theclaimantis a tenantof anowner
of realpropertyexemptfrom realpropertytaxes.

(d) If a homesteadis owned or rentedand occupied for only a
portionof ayearor is ownedor rentedinpart by apersonwho doesnot
meetthequalificationsfor aclaimant,exclusiveof anyinterestownedor
leasedby a claimant’sspouse,or if theclaimantis a widow or widower
who remarries,or if theclaimantis apermanentlydisabledpersonwho is
no longer disabled,the departmentshall apportion the real property
taxesor rent in accordancewith the period or degreeof ownershipor
leaseholdor eligibility of the claimant in determiningthe amount of



180 Act 1982-56 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

rebatefor which aclaimantis eligible. A claimantwho receivespublic
assistancefrom the Departmentof Public Welfareshall not be eligible
for rent rebatein lieu of propertytaxes,or an inflation [discount] divi-
dendduringthosemonthswithin whichhereceivespublicassistance-.

(e) Rentshallnot includesubsidiesprovidedby or throughagovern-
mentalagency.

Section2. Theactisamendedbyaddingsectionsto read:
Section11.4. Grants to Area Agencieson Aging for Servicesto

Older Persons.—For fiscal year 1981-1982six million two hundred
thousanddollars ($6,200,000)is herebyappropriatedfrom the Lottery
Fund to theDepartmentofAgingfor servicegrantsto areaagencieson
aging. The departmentshall allocate thesefunds to area agencieson
agingon thebasisofeachagency’sproportionateshareof all Stateand
FederalFundscurrentlyavailable.Suchfundsshallnot beusedfor costs
ofadministration.

Section11.5. TransportationAssistanceGrant.—For thefiscalyear
1982-1983four million one hundredthousanddollars ($4,100,000)is
herebyapprop,iatedfrom theLotteryFundto theDepartmentofAging
for transportationgrants to areaagencieson aging to purchase,replace
or lease vehiclesand/or equipmentfor use in senior citizens trans-
portation. Thetotalamountto begrantedto eachareaagencyon aging
shall bedeterminedby thefollowingformula:

(two million fifty thousanddollars X a/b) +
(two million fifty thousanddollars X c/d)

“a” equalsthenumberofelderlypoorpersonsresidingin thearea~
servedby theareaagencyon aging.

“b” equalsthenumberofelderlypoorpersonsinPennsylvania.
“c” equalsthe numberof squaremilesof thearea servedby the

areaagencyon aging.
“d” equalsthenumberofsquaremilesinPennsylvania.

Thegrant shall be in addition to thoseauthorizedunderandmaybe
usedin conjunctionwith section406 of the act of January 22, 1968
(P.L.42, No.8), known as the “Pennsylvania Urban Mass Trans-
portationLaw.”

Section3. Section 203(5)(iv)of the actof January22, 1968 (P.L.42,
No.8), knownas the “PennsylvaniaUrbanMassTransportationLaw,”
is repealed.

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediatelyandshallberetroac-
tiveto January1, 1982.

APPRO’VED—The10thdayof March,A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


