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No. 1982-74

AN ACT

HB 1429

Relating to noxiousweeds;creatinga Noxious WeedControl Committeeand
definingits powersandduties;imposingpowersanddutieson the-Secretary-of
Agricultureandmunicipalities;providingpenalties;andmakingarepeal.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Noxious Weed

Control Law.”
Section 2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have,
unlessthecontextclearlyindicatesotherwise,themeaningsgivento them
in thissection:

“Committee.” The Noxious WeedControl Committeecreatedby
thisact.

“Control.” Any departmentallyapprovedmethodof preventinga
weedfrom spreadingincludingeradication.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Agriculture.
“Landowner.” The owner of real property, the personwith legal

title, whetheror not in actualpossessionthereof,of landinfestedwith a
noxiousweed.The term shall includeall departments,boards,commis-
sions,agenciesandinstrumentalitiesof theCommonwealth,its political
subdivisionsandtheFederalGovernment.

“List.” Thenoxiousweedcontrol list.
“Municipality.” County,city, borough,incorporatedtown or town-

shipin which a noxiousweedhasbeenorderedcontrolledordestroyed.
“Noxious ‘weed.” A plant that is determinedto be injurious, to

public health,crops,livestock,agriculturallandor otherproperty.
“Secretary.” TheSecretaryof Agriculture.
“Weedcontrolarea.” A municipality,geographicregion,or tractof

landwhereanoxiousweedmustbetreatedasprescribedunderthisact.
Section 3. Noxious WeedControl Committee.

(a) Thereis herebycreatedacommitteeto be knownasthe Nc~xit~us
WeedControl Committee,whichshall havethepowersof adepartmen-
tal administrativeboard in the Departmentof Agriculture. It shall be
composedof the Secretaryof Agriculture, the Secretaryof Environ-
mental Resources,the ExecutiveDirector of the PennsylvaniaGame
Commissionand the chairmenof the Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Committeesof the SenateandHouseof Representatives.The Secretary
of Agricultureshallbechairmanof thecommittee.
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(b) The committeeshall establisha noxiousweed control list, which
shallbe publishedas a regulationof the departmentin thePennsylvania
Bulletin.

(c) Thecommitteemayamendthenoxiousweedcontrol list but shall
holdhearingsbeforeaddingplantsto or deletingplantsfrom thelist.

(d) Administrative support for the committeeshall be provided by
thedepartment,includingthecontactof Stateor Federalagenciesfor the
controlof noxiousweedsontheirlands.
Section4. Sale or propagation.

Whenaweedis declarednoxiousit shall be aviolation of this act to
sell, transport,plant,or otherwisepropagatethatweedwithin the Com-
monwealth,exceptthat thesecretarymaypermit exceptionsfor specific
horticulturalor experimentaluse.
Section5. Weedcontrol areas.

(a) The secretaryon his own motion, or upon the requestof any
interestedperson,mayhold public hearingsto considerthe designation
of aweedcontrolarea.

(b) Whenaweedcontrol areahasbeendesignatedby the secretary,
the secretaryshall issuean orderdescribingthe weed control areaand
shall require the affectedlandownersto complywith this actwithin 60
days from thepublicationof this order.Suchordermayrequirecontrol
measuresfor the noxiousweedto beimplementedby landowners:Pro-
vided,however,That suchordershall notimposeanunreasonabledead-
line for complianceor an unreasonablefinancial burdenon any land-
owner.
Section6. Publication.

(a) Every ordershall be publishedin the PennsylvaniaBulletin pur-
suant to the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769,No.240),referredto as the
CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.

(b) Everysuchordershallalsobe advertisedin theareadesignatedby
postednoticesandbyadvertisingtheorderin anewspaperor newspapers
of generalcirculation in the areaas definedby Title 45 of the Pennsyl-
vaniaConsolidatedStatutes(relatingto legalnotices),coveringthe pro-
posedweedconttolarea.
Section7. Compliancewith orders.

(a) Every affectedlandownershall comply with an order published
asrequiredby thisactbeginningatleast60daysaftersuchpublication.

(b) Whenan affectedlandownerfails to comply with an order, the
secretaryshall notify the landownerandthe municipality within which
the landowner’sproperty is locatedby certified mail. Thereafter,the
appropriateofficials of the municipalityshall takethenecessarystepsto
carryout theorderwithin 30 daysafterreceiptof suchnotificationby the
secretary.

(c) A municipalitywhich actsto control or destroya noxiousweed
on anoncomplyinglandowner’spropertyshallhavepowerto recoverall
expensesandcostsincurredin complying with the order from the non-
complyinglandowner.
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Section8. Noxious weed control list.
The noxiousweedcontrol list shall includebut not be limited to the

following weeds::
(1) Cannabissativa,commonlyknownasmarihuana.
(2) Cichoriumintybus,commonlyknownaschicoryor succoryor

bluedaisy.
(3) Cirsiurnarvense,commonlyknownasCanadianthistle.
(4) Rosamultiflora, commonlyknownasmultiflora rose.
(5) Sorghumhalepense,commonlyknownasJohnsongrass.

Section9. Rules and regulations.
The secretarymaypromulgaterulesandregulationsto implement the

provisionsof thisact.
Section 10. Penalties.

(a) Any landownerwhofails to complywith anorderof the secretary
shall beguilty of asummaryoffense,anduponconvictionthereof,shall
besentencedto payafine not exceeding$300,or undergoimprisonment
foraperiodnot exceeding90days,or both.

(b) Any landownerwhointerfereswith theagentsof thesecretary,or
with amunicipality andthe dischargeof its duties hereunder,shall be
guilty of amisdemeanorof thethird degreeanduponconvictionthereof,
shallbe sentencedto payafinenot exceeding$2,500,or undergoimpris-
onmentfor aperiodnotexceedingoneyear,or both.
Section 11. Repeal.

The actof March22, 1862(P.L.164,No.164),entitled, as amended,
“An act to provide for the destruction,and to preventthe spreadof
Canadathistles,chicory, Johnsongrassand marihuana,and imposing
certainpowersand dutiesupon supervisorsandconstablesin relation
thereto,”is repealedabsolutely.
Section12. Effective date.

Thisactshall.takeeffectin 60 days.

APPROvED—The 7th day ofApril, A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


