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No. 1982-101

AN ACT

HB 758

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-
utes, making it illegal to destroya vehicle by fire or explosion;defining
“anotherperson”andprovidingadefense.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section3301 of Title 18, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230),knownasthePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is
amendedto read:
§ 3301. Arson and relatedoffenses.

(a) Endangeringpersons.—Apersoncommitsa felony of the first
degreeif he intentionallystartsafire or causesanexplosion,whetheron
his own property or on that of another,and therebyrecklesslyplaces
anotherpersonin dangerof deathor bodily injury. For purposesof this
subsection,“anotherperson” shall include, but shall not be limited to,
firefighters, policeofficers orcitizenswhorenderassistanceat thescene
of thefire orexplosion.

(b) Endangering property.—A person commits a felony of the
seconddegreeif he:

(1) startsa fire or causesan explosionwith intent of destroyinga
buildingor occupiedstructureof another;

(2) intentionallystartsafire or causesanexplosion,whetheronhis
own propertyor on thatof another,and therebyrecklesslyplacesa
building or occupiedstructureof anotherin dangerof damageor
destruction;or

(3) startsafire or causesanexplosionwith intentof destroyingor
damagingany property,whetherhis own or of another,to collect
insurancefor suchloss.
(c) Destruction of vehicles.—A personcommitsafelony of the third

degreeif hestartsafire or causesan explosionwith intent of destroying
his ownvehicleor a vehicleof another.

[(c)J (d) Definitions.—As used in this sectionthe term “occupied
structure” meansanystructure,vehicleor placeadaptedfor overnight
accommodationof personsor for carryingon businesstherein,whether
or not a personis actuallypresent.Propertyis that of another,for the
purposesof thissection,if anyoneotherthantheactorhasapossessory
or proprietoryinteresttherein. If abuildingor structureis divided into
separatelyoccupiedunits, anyunit not occupiedby the actoris anoccu-
piedstructureof another.

(e) Defenses.—It is a defenseto prosecutionunder subsection(c)
whereapersonis chargedwith destroyinga vehicle, lawful title to which
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is vestedin him, if the vehicleis free ofanyencumbrances,thereis no
insurancecoveringlossbyfire orexplosionorbothon the-vehklear.d-tlw
persondelivers to the nearestStatePolice stationat least48 hours in
advanceof theplanneddestructiona written swornstatement-certifying
that thepersonis thelawful titleholder, that the vehicleisfree of any
encumbrancesand that there is no insurancecovering loss by fire or
explosionor bothon thevehicle.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 90days~

APPROVED—The29thdayofApril, A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


