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No. 1982-260

AN ACT

FiB 1458

AmendingTitle 42 (JudiciaryandJudicialProcedure)o thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,furtherprovidingfor thejurisdictionof districtjustices,for
certaincostsandprovidingfor veterinarygoodSamaritancivil ilunamity.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections1515 and 1725.1(a)and (b) of Title 42, act of
November25, 1970(P.L.707,No.230),knownasthePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,areamendedto read:
* 1515. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) Jurisdiction.—Exceptas otherwiseprescribedby general rule
adoptedpursuantto section503 (relating to reassignmentof matters),
district justicesshall, underproceduresprescribedby generalrule, have
,jurisdictionof all of thefollowing matters:

(1) Summaryoffenses,exceptthosewithin thejurisdiction of an
establishedandopentrafficcourt.

(2) Mattersarisingundertheactof April 6, 1951 (P.L.69,No.20),
knownas “The LandlordandTenantAct of 1951,” whicharestated
thereinto bewithin thejurisdictionof adistrictjustice.

(3) Civil claims wherein the sum demandeddoes not exceed
1S2,000J$~,OOO,exclusiveof interestandcosts,in thefollowing classes
of actions:

(1) In assumpsit,exceptcasesof real contractwherethetitle to
realestatemaybein question.

(ii) In tràpass,including all forms of trespassandtrespasson
thecase.

(iii) Forfinesandpenaltiesbyanygovernmentagency.
A plaintiff may waive aportionof his claim of morethan($2,000j
$4,O~N~soas to bring the matter within the jurisdiction of a district
justice. Such waiver shall remain effective except upon appealby
eitherpartyorwhenthejudgmentis setasideuponcertiorari.

(4) As commissionersto presideat arraignments,fix and accept
bail, issuewarrantsandperformdutiesof asimilar nature,including
thejurisdictionof acommittingmagistratein all criminalproceedings.

(5) Offensesunder 75 Pa.C.S.§ 3731 (relating to driving under
influenceof alcoholor controlledsubstance),if the following criteria
arcmet:

(I) Theoffenseis thefirst offenseby the defendantundersuch
provisionin thisCommonwealth.

(ii) No personal injury (other than to the defendantor the
immediatefamily of thedefendant)resultedfrom theoffense.
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(iii) Thedefendantpleadsguilty.
(iv) No propertydamagein excessof $500 other than to the

defendant’spropertyresultedfrom theviolation.
(v) The defendantis not subjectto theprovisionsof Chapter63

(relatingto juvenilematters).
(vi) The arrestingauthorityshall causeto betransmittedacop~y

of the chargeof anyviolation of 75 Pa.C.S.§ 3731 to the county
clerkof courtswithin five daysafter thepreliminaryarraignrnv~t.

In determiningthatthe abovecriteriaare metthe district justiceshall
rely on the certificationof the arrestingauthority. Certificationthat
the criteria aremet neednot bein writing. Within tendaysafter the
disposition, the district justice shall certify the disposition to the
countyclerkof courtsin writing. I

(6) (i) OffensesunderTitle 18 (crimesandoffenses)andTitle 30
(fish) whichareclassifiedasmisdemeanorsof thethirddegree,if the
followingcriteriaaremet:

(A) The misdemeanoris nottheresultof areducedcharge.
(B) Any personal.injury or property damageis less than

$500.
(C) Thedefendantpleadsguilty.
(D) The defendant is not subject to the provisions of

Chapter63.
(ii) Subparagraph(i) shall not apply to anyoffenseunderthe

following provisionsof Title 18:
Section4303 (relating to concealingdeathof [bastardichild

born Outof wedlock).
Section4321 (relatingto willful separationor nonsupport).
Section 5103 (relating to unlawfully listening into deliber-

ationsof jury).
(7) Mattersjurisdictionof whichis vestedindistrict justicesby~any

statute.
(b) Venueand pro~ess.—Thevenueof adistrict justiceconcerning

mattersoverwhichjurisdiction is conferredby subsection(a) shall beas
prescribedby generalrule. Theprocessof thedistrict justiceshallextend
beyondthe territorial limits of themagisterialdistrict to the extentpre-
scribedby generalrule.
§ 1725.1. Costs.

(a) Civil cases.—Thecosts to be chargedby the minor judiciary in
everycivil case,exceptasotherwiseprovidedin this section,shall be as
follows:

(1) Assumpsitor trespassinvolving $100or less.... $10.00
(2) Assumpsit or trespassinvolving more than

$100but not morethan$300 $15.00
(3) Assumpsitor trespassinvolving more than

$300but not morethan$500 [$20.0O1
$27.50
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(4) Assumpsit or trespassinvolving more than
$500 ($25.00J

$32.50
(5) Landlord and tenantproceeding ($25.OOJ

$32.50
(6) Order of execution I$15.001

$22.50
(7) Objection to levy $5.00
(8) Reinstatementof complaint No Charge

Suchcostsshall includeall chargesexceptthecostsof adistrict justice’s
transcriptof everyproceedingon appealor certiorari (including affida-
vit, bait andcertificate)which shall be $2.50per transcript.Saidcosts
shall not include,however,thecostof postageandregisteredmail which
shall beborneby theplaintiff.

(b) Criminal cases.—Thecoststo bechargedby the minor judiciary
or by the courtof commonpleaswhereappropriatein everycriminal
case,exceptasotherwiseprovidedin thissection,shallbeasfollows:

(1) Summary conviction, except motor vehicle
cases [$16.00J

$23.50
(2) Summary conviction, motor vehicles cases,

otherthanparagraph(3) [$1O.00J
$17.50

(3) Summary conviction, motor vehicle cases,
hearingdemanded [$15.OOJ

$22.50
(4) Misdemeanor [$20.00J

$27.50
(5) Felony I$25.001

$32.50
Suchcostsshall includeall chargesincludingthecostsof giving adistrict
justice’stranscriptto theprosecutorordefendant,or both, if requested.
Suchcostsshall not include,however,thecostof postageandregistered
mail whichshallbepaidby thedefendantuponconviction.

S..

Section2. Title42is amendedby addingasectiontoread:
§ 8331.1. Veterinary good Samaritan civil Immunity.

(a) General rule.—4ny Individual licensed to practice veterinary
medicine who, in good faith, renders emergency care to any animal
which such individual has discovered at the scene of an accident DP erner-.
gency situation or which has immediately prior to the rendering of such
care been brought to such Individual’s attention at or from the scene of
any accident or emergency situation shall not be liable for any civil
damages as a result of any acts or omissions by such person in rendering
the emergency care, except any acts or omissions intentionally designed
to harm, or any grossly negligent acts or omissions which result in harm
to the animal.
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(b) Definition.—As used in this section, ‘~oodfaith”shall include,
but is not limited to, a reasonable opinion that the immediacy of the situ-
ation is such that the rendering of care should not be postponed untiL the
animal is hospitalized.

(c) Exception. —This section shall not apply where the ownEr of the
animal is in attendance and can be consulted as to the prop~sod-astion.bp
the veterinarian. V

Section 3. Exceptfor provisionsof section 1 of the actwhich shall
takeeffectJanuary1, 1983,thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The13thdayof December,A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


