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AN ACT

HB19O

Amending theact cf June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331), entitled “An act con-
cerningtownshipsof the first class; amending,revising,consolidating,and
changingthe law relatingthereto,” furtherprovidingfor reductionsin police
or fire forces.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 644 of the act of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),
known asThe First ClassTownshipCode,reenactedandamendedMay 27,
1949 (P.L.1955,No.569)and amendedOctober4, 1978 (P.L.946,No.186),
isamendedtoread:

Section644. Removals.—Nopersonemployedin anypoliceor fire force
of any townshipshall besuspended,removedor reducedin rankexceptfor
thefollowing reasons:(I) physicalor mentaldisabilityaffectinghisability to
continuein service,in which casesthe personshall receiveanhonorabledis-
chargefrom service;(2) neglectorviolationof anyofficial duty; (3) violation
of anylaw of this Commonwealthwhich providesthatsuchviolation-consti-
tutesa misdemeanoror felony; (4) inefficiency, neglect,intemperance,dis-
obedienceof orders, or conductunbecomingan officer; (5) intoxication
while on duty; (6) engagingor participatingin conductingof any political or
election campaignotherwisethan to exercisehis own right of suffrage.A
personso employedshall not be removedfor religious, racial or political
reasons.A written statementof any chargesmadeagainstany personso
employedshall be furnishedto suchpersonwithin five daysafter the same
arefiled with thecommission.

If for reasonsof economyor otherreasonsit shallbedeemednecessaryby
any townshipto reducethe numberof paid employesof the police or fire
force, thensuchtownshipshallapply thefollowingprocedure:(a)if thereare
any employeseligible,for retirementunder the terms of any retirementor
pensionlaw, thensucl~reductionin numbersshallbe madeby retirementif
the party to be retired is eligible for retirement;(b) if the numberof paid
employesin the police or fire forceseligible to retirementis insufficient to
effect the necessaryreductionin numbersor if thereare no~personseligible
for retirementor if no retirementor pensionfund exists,thenthe reduction
shall beeffectedby furloughingthe personor persons,includingprobation-
ers, lastappointedto the respectiveforce. Suchremoval shall,be accom-
plishedby furloughingin numericalorder commencingwith the personlast
appointeduntil suchreductionshall havebeenaccomplished.In the event
the saidpolice force shall againbeincreased,theemployesfurloughedshall
bereinstatedin the orderof their seniorityin the service.Theprovisionsof
thisparagraphas toreductionsinforceshall not applytoanychief-of-po-lice.



SESSIONOF 1983 Act 1983-20

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The7th dayof July,A. D. 1983.
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