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No. 1983-35

AN ACT

HB 166

Amendingtheactof June3, 1937 (P.L.1225,No.316),entitled “An actconcern-
ing gameandotherwild birds andwild animals;andamending,revising,con-
solidating,andchangingthe law relatingthereto,” further providingfor the
disturbingof traps;andprovidingpenaltiesfor harassmentof wildlife.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section607 of the act of June3, 1937 (P.L.1225,No.316),
known as The GameLaw, amendedMay 23, 1947 (P.L.317, No.139), is
amendedto read:

Section607. DisturbingTrapsof Another.—IItI Exceptashereafterpro-
vided, it is unlawful foranypersonto disturbthetrapsof another,or to take
a fur-bearinganimal,raccoonor predatorfrom the trapsof another,unless
specificallyauthorizedby theownerofthetrap.

Exceptas otherwiseprovidedby law, andunlesstrapsare set on private
propertywithout the permissionof the ownersor occupiersof the property,
it is unlawful for any personto tamperwith, disturb,mutilate, destroyor
removeany trap or otherdeviceset by an officer or any otheragentof the
commissionfor thepurposeof trappingwild animalsor birds,or to interfere
in any mannerwhatsoeverwith suchtrapping operation,or to removeor
attemptto removeanyanimalor bird from suchtrapor device.

Whentrapsaresetonprivatepropertywithoutthepermissionof-theland-
owner, lesseesor their employes,the owner, lesseesor their employesmay
removethe trapsandnotify an officerofthe commissionwithinforty-eight
hours. All traps removedshall be turnedoverto a commissionofficer. The
officershallnotify thetrapper within ten(10) daysto claim thetraps. If the
traps are not claimedwithin thirty (30) daysfollowing notification or the
trappercannotbelocated,thetrapsshallbeforfeitedtothecommission.

Section2. Theactis amendedby addinga sectiontoread:
Section732. Harassmentof Wildhfe.—(a) Anypersonis guilty ofan

unlawfulact if heharasses,drivesor disturbsany wildlife with theintentof
disrupting the lawful taking, killing or woundingor the attemptedlawful
taking, killing or woundingofany wildlife. Sucha personshall, upon con-
viction, be sentencedto afine ofup tofive hundreddollars ($500), impris-
onmentforup to thirty (30) days,orboth.

(b) Thissectionshall notapplyto anyowneroflandor toanymember-of
the commission,thedirector ofthe commission,anylawfully qualifiedrep-
resentativeofthecommissionor anyotherlaw enforcement-officerengaged
in anyotherwiselawfulaction.
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Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffect in60 days.

APPROVED—The28thdayof July, A. D. 1983.

DICK THORNBURGH


