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No. 1983-42

ANACT

SB 522

Amending the act of November 26, 1975 (P.L.438, No.124), entitled, as
amended,“An actestablishingchild protectiveservices;providingprocedures
for reportingandinvestigatingthe abuseof children; establishingand provid-
ing accessto a Statewidecentral registerand pendingcomplaintfile on child
abuse; investigating such reports; providing for taking protective action
includingtaking a child into protectivecustody;placingdutieson th~Depart-
mentof PublicWelfare andcountychildrenand youthsocial serviceagencies;
establishingchild protectiveservicesin eachcountychildrenandyouth social
serviceagency;andproviding penalties,”further defining “family or house-
holdmembers.”

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The definition of “family or household members” in
section3 of the act of November26, 1975 (P.L.438,No.124),knownas the
Child ProtectiveServicesLaw, amendedJune10, 1982(P.L.460,No.136),is
amendedto read:

Section3. Definitions.—Asusedin thisact:

“Family [or householdi members” meansspouses,[personsliving as
spouses,1parentsandchildren,orotherpersonsrelatedby consanguinityor
affinity.

Section2. Section l5(a)(9) and (10) of the act, amendedJune10, 1982
(P.L.460,No.136),areamendedtoread:

Section 15. Confidentiality of Records.—(a) Except as provided in
section14, reportsmadepursuantto this act including but not limited to
reportsummariesof child abusemadepursuantto section6(b) andwritten
reportsmade pursuantto section6(c) as well as any other information
obtained,reportswritten or photographsor x-raystakenconcerningalleged
instancesof child abusein the possessionof thedepartment,a countychil-
drenandyouth socialserviceagencyor achild protectiveserviceshallbecon-
fidential andshallonlybemadeavailableto:

(9) Law enforcementofficials in the courseof investigatingcasesof (i)
homicide,sexualabuseor exploitation, or serious bodily injury asperpe-
tratedby personswhetherrelatedor notrelatedtothevictim; (ii) child abuse
perpetratedby personswho are not family [or householdimembersor (iii)
repeatedphysicalinjury to a child undercircumstanceswhich indicatethat
thechild’s healthor welfareisharmedor threatened.

(10) Law enforcementofficials who shall receivereportsof abusein
which the initial review gives evidencethat the abuseis homicide,sexual
abuseor exploitation, or serious bodily injury perpetratedby persons
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whether relatedor not relatedto the victim, or child abuseperpetratedby
personswho arenotfamily [or household]members.Reportsreferredtolaw
enforcementofficials shall be on suchforms providedby andaccordingto
regulationspromulgatedby the department.For purposesof section 15(a)
“seriousbodily injury” meansbodily injury which createsa substantialrisk
of deathor which causesseriouspermanentdisfigurementor protractedloss
or impairmentof thefunctionof anybodilymemberor organ.

Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The21stdayof October,A. D. 1983.

DICK THORNBURGH


