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No. 1983-53

AN ACT

SB 21

AmendingTitle 75 (Vehicles)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,requir-
ing certainpassengerrestraintsystems.

Recognizingthatchild passengerrestraintsystemsdecreaseinjuriesdue to
motorvehicleaccidents,it is the intentof theGeneralAssemblythat useof
child passengerrestraintsystemsby Commonwealthmotorists be encour-
aged.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Chapter45 of Title 75 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-
utesisamendedby addingasubchaptertoread:

SUBCHAPTER E
CHILD PASSENGERPROTECTION

Sec.
4581. Restraintsystems.
4582. Child PassengerRestraint Fund.
4583. Hospital information program.
4584. Oral hazardwarning.
4585. Use of information or evidenceof violation of subchapter.

§ 4581. Restraintsystems.
(a) Child passengerprotection.—Aparentor legal guardianof a child

underfour yearsof agewho is operatinga passengercar,ClassI truck, Class
II truck, classicmotor vehicle, antiquemotor vehicleor motor homeregis-
teredin Pennsylvaniaandwho transportssuchchild anywherein t-he-motor
vehicle, including the cargoarea,shall fastensuchchild securelyin a child
passengerrestraintsystem,asdefinedin subsection(d). Thissubsectionshall
apply to all parentsor legal guardianswhile they are operatorsof motor
vehicleswherea seatingpositionis availablewhich is equippedwith a seat
safetybelt or othermeansto securethesystemsor wheretheseatingposition
wasoriginallyequippedwith seatsafetybelts.

(b) Offense.—Anyonewho fails to comply with the provisionsof this
sectionshall be guilty of a summaryoffensewith a maximum fine of $25.
Thecourtimposingandcollectinganysuchfines shalltransferthefines thus
collectedto theStateTreasurerfor depositin the Child PassengerRestraint
Fund,pursuantto section4582(relatingtoChild PassengerRestraintFund).

(c) Waiverof fine.—If a personreceivesa citation issuedby the proper
authority for violation of this subchapter,a district justice, magistrateor
judgeshalldismissthechargesif thepersonprior toor at hishearingdisplays
evidenceof acquisitionof achild passengerrestraintsystemto suchdistrict
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justice,magistrateor judge.Sufficientevidenceshallincludea receiptmailed
to the appropriatecourt officer which evidencespurchase,rental, transferal
from anotherchild seatowner (evidencedby notarizedletter) or bailment
from a bonafide loanerprogramof achild passengerrestraintsystem.

(d) Standards.-—Achild passengerrestraintsystemshallbe usedasdesig-
natedby themanufacturerof thesystemin motorvehiclesequippedwith seat
safetybeltsand shall meet the FederalMotor Vehicle SafetyStandard(49
C.F.R. § 571.213).

(e) Civil actions.—Inno eventshalla violation or allegedviolation of
this subchapterbeusedasevidencein atrial of anycivil action; nor shall any
jury in a civil actionbeinstructedthatanyconductdid constituteor couldbe
interpretedby them to constitutea violation of this subchapter;nor shall
failure to usea child passengerrestraintsystembeconsideredascontributory
negligencenor shall failure to use sucha systembeadmissibleasevidencein
the trial of anycivil action; norshallthis subchapterimposeany legalobliga-
tion upon or imputeany civil liability whatsoeverto an owner, employer,
manufacturer,dealeror personengagedin thebusinessof renting or leasing
vehicles to the public to equip a vehicle with a child passengerrestraint
systemor to havesuchchild passengerrestraintsystemavailablewhenever
theirvehiclemaybeusedto transporta child.

(f) Criminal proceedings.—Therequirementsof this subchapteror evi-
denceof a violation of this subchapterare not admissibleas evidencein a
criminal proceedingexceptin aproceedingfor a violationof this subchapter.
No criminal proceedingfor thecrimeof homicideby vehicleshallbebrought
on thebasisof noncompliancewith this subchapter.

(g) Exemptions.—Foranychild betweenthe agesof oneto four years,a
seatsafetybelt in the rearseatof the motor vehiclemay beusedin lieu of a
child passengerrestraintsystem.Furtherexemptionswill be allowedif it is
determined,accordingto the rulesandregulationsof the department,that
the useof a child passengerrestraintsystemwould beimpracticalfor physi-
cal reasonsincluding, butnot limited to, medicalreasonsorsizeof thechild.
§ 4582. Child PassengerRestraintFund.

A Child PassengerRestraintFundis establishedin the GeneralFundasa
specialrestrictedreceiptsaccountherebyearmarkedfor andappropriatedto
the department.This fund shall consistof all fines depositedpursuantto
section4581(b)(relatingto restraintsystems),all Federalfunds grantedfor
saiduseandanymoneysdonatedinto thefund. All suchfundsshallbeused
solely for the purposeof purchasingFederallyapprovedchild restraintseats
and making such seatsavailable to qualified loanerprogramswithin the
Commonwealth.A qualifiedloanerprogramshallbeonedeterminedby the
departmentto loan Federallyapprovedchild restraint seatsto parentsor
legal guardiansof childrenunderfour yearsof agewho,due to financialor
economichardship,are unableto comply with the provisionsof this sub-
chapter.The departmentshall adopt such regulationsas are necessaryto
effectuatethepurposeof this section.
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§ 4583. Hospital information program.
(a) Availability of restraintdevices.—Thehospital, in conjunctionwith

the attendingphysician,shallprovide theparentsof anynewbornchild with
any information regardingthe availability of loaneror rentalprogramsfor
child restraintdevicesthat may be available in the community wherethe
child is born.

(b) Instructionandeducationprograms.—Thedepartmentshallprovide
instructional andeducationalprogrammaterialthrough all current public
information channelsandto all relevantStateand Federallyfunded,com-
munity-basedprogramsformaximumdistribution of informationaboutthis
child passengerprotectionlaw.
§ 4584. Oral hazardwarning.

An oral hazardwarningshall be given by the StatePolice or local law
enforcementofficer to operatorsof motor vehiclesin which childrenunder
four years of ageare passengersand arenot restrainedby the useof seat
restraints.Theofficer mayadviseandurgeutilizationof seatsafetybelts~that
areavailablein the vehicleandmaynote that, for childrenunderfour years
of age,greaterprotectioncouldbeprovidedby acquiringandutilizing asep-
arateFederallyapprovedchild restraintseat.The officer shall notify the
parent or legal guardianwho is in violation of section4581 (relating to
restraintsystems)that, after January 1, 1985, a fine shall be imposedfor
suchviolation.
§ 4585. Useof informationor evidenceof violationof subchapter.

Therequirementsof this subchapteror evidenceof a violation of thissub-
chaptermaynotbeusedby aninsurerfor anypurpose.

Section2. (a) Section4581(b) of Title 75 shall take effect January 1,
1985.

(1,) Section4583of Title 75 shalltakeeffect in60 days.
(c) Theremainderof this actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The1stdayof November,A. D. 1983.

DICK THORNBURGH


