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No. 1984-37

AN ACT

HB 686

Amendingtheactof June3, 1937 (P.L.1225,No.316),entitled“An actconcern-
ing gameandotherwild birds andwild animals;and amending,revising,con-
solidating,andchangingthe law relatingthereto,”further providingfor pro-
hibited propertydamage;providing for civil liability for property damage;
prohibitinghuntingor trappingin unharvestedfields;and imposingpenalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section801 of the act of June3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316),
knownasTheGameLaw, isamendedtoread:

Section801. Property Damage Prohibited.—It is unlawful for any
personwhile huntingor trappingfor wild birds or animalsof anykind upon
landsopen to public huntingand trapping to causedamage,or assistin
causingdamage,or injury, in anymannerwhatsoever,to eitherrealor per-
sonalpropertyof any kind, or toleavegatesor barsopen,or tobreakdown,
destroyor injure fences,or to teardownor scatterrail, post,wood or stone
piles,or throughcarelessnessor negligencetoinjurelivestockof anykind.

Theforegoingprovisionshallnot beconstruedto preventtheremovalof a
mortally woundedbird or animal from its placeof refugein a rail, post,
wood,or stonepile or fence, if permissionhas first beenobtainedfrom the
owneror personin chargeof suchproperty,and providedsuchpropertyis
restoredto theconditionin which it wasfound.

[Any personviolatinganyof theprovisionsof thissectionshall,uponcon-
viction, besentencedto paya fine of twenty-five dollarsandcostsof prose-
cution.J

Afly personwhoshallcausedamageto realorpersonalproperty,including
crops ofany kind, shall, upon conviction,be sentencedto pay thepenalty
prescribedin this sectionand, in additionthereto,shall beliabletopay,upon
demandofthepersonhavinglegalcontrolof theproperty,thesumequalto
the amountofthedamagesasshall bedeterminedby a court ofcompetent
jurisdiction. The court mayappointa competentappraiserto determinethe
amountof suchdamage.Theamountof the damagedeterminedfinally by
thecourt shallbeassessedagainstthedefendantandpaidto the-courtfordis-
position. Thecourt shall deliverthe amountcollectedto thepersonhaving
legal controloverthelandwherethedamageoccurred. Thecourt appointed
appraisershall be entitledto a reasonablefeefor servicesrenderedwhich
shall beassessedagainstthedefendantasadditionalcostsfor deliveryto the
appraiserbythecourt.

Anypersonviolatinganyoftheprovisionsof thissectionshall, uponcon-
viction, besentencedtopayafineofonehundreddollarsandcostsofprose-
cution.
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Section2. Theactis amendedby addingasectionto read:
Section804. Hunting in UnharvestedFields.—It shall be unlawfulfor

anyperson,whileon thepropertyofothersopentopublic huntingandtrap-
ping, to huntor trap in or upon unharvestedbuckwheat,corn, sorghumor
soybeanfields without thepermissionof the owner orperson in chargeof
suchproperty.

Anypersonviolatinganyof theprovisionsofthis sectionshail,-upon-con-
viction, besentencedtopayafineoffifty dollarsandcostsofprosecution.

Section3. The PennsylvaniaGame Commissionshall be required to
prominentlypublishtheprovisionsof this actin its publicationsand toissue
suchothernoticesasit determinestobenecessary.

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffecton September1 following enactment.

APPROVED—The4thdayof April, A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


