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AN ACT

HB 1397

Amendingtheactof March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),entitled“An actrelating
to the public school system,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableaswell to
privateandparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchanging
the laws‘relatingthereto,”requiringpublic hearingsprior to closingschools;
further providing for an alternativepaymentplan for illness or accidental
injury; andauthorizingtheStateTreasurerto recoverSocialSecurityoverpay-
mentson behalfof schoolemployees,schoolentitiesandtheCommonwealth.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the
PublicSchoolCodeof 1949,is amendedby addingasectionto read:

Section780. PublicHearingPrior to ClosingSchooL—Intheeventofa
permanentclosingofapublic schoolor substantiallyall ofa school’sfacili-
ties, theboardofschooldirectorsshallholdapublichearingon the-question
not lessthan three(3) monthsprior to the decisionof the boardrelating to
theclosingoftheschool.Noticeofthehearingshallbegivenin a newspaper
ofgeneralcirculation in theschooldistrictat leastfifteen(15) daysprior to
thedateofsuchhearings.

Section2. Section 1154.1of theact, addedDecember9, 1980(P.L. 1121,
No.197),isreenactedandamendedto read:

Section 1154.1. Alternative Payment Plan.—(a) In any school year
whenever a professional, temporary professional or nonprofessional
employeis preventedby illnessor accidentalinjury from following hisor her
occupation,the schooldistrict or other schoolentityby written agreement
with the employe may, as an alternative to the payments provided in
section1154(a),establisha plan excludingfrom wagespaymentsmadeas
providedin section 209(b)of theSocialSecurityAct (49 Statute629).

(b) TheState Treasureris authorizedto recover, on behalfof the Com-
monwealthandschooldistricts andall other schoolentitiesenumeratedin
this act and on behalfofall officers and employesthereof,SocialSecurity
overpaymentsmadeto the UnitedStatesTreasury.

(c) TheexpensesincurredbytheStateTreasurerin recoveringsuchover-
paymentsmay bepaidout ofany recoveriesofoverpaymentson behalfof
theCommonwealthandschoolentities.

(d) TheState Treasurermaytakesuchactionsashedeemsreasonablein
therecoveryofsuchoverpayments.

(e) Thefull amountof any recoveriesof overpaymentsfor employes
shall berefundedto suchemployes.Theamountofanyrecoverieson behalf
ofschoolentities, afterdeductingthe expensesofcollection, shall be trans-
ferredorcreditedto theschoolentities.Anyexpensespreviouslypaidby the
StateTreasurershallberefundedfromsuchrecoveries.Anyunpaidexpenses
shall bepaidfromsuchrecoveries.
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Section 3. Section2 of thisactrelatingto section 1154.1shallberetroac-
tive to January1, 1979.

Section4. (a) Section 1 of this act, relating to section 780, shall take
effectSeptember1, 1984.

(b) Theremainderof thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The4thdayof April, A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


