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No. 1984-40

AN ACT

SB 437

Requiringcertainpublicagenciesin the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniato pur-
chaseor leasemotor vehicles which are manufacturedor assembledin the
UnitedStates;andimposingapenalty.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Short title.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as the Motor Vehicle Procure-

mentAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Motor vehicle.” includesmotorcycle,automobile,truck, tractor,plow
andearthmovingequipment.

“Person.” Naturalpersonsaswell as corporations,partnerships,busi-
nessunitsandassociations.

“Public agency.”
(1) The Commonwealthand its departments,boards, commissions

andagencies.
(2) Counties,cities, boroughs,townships, school districts and any

othergovernmentalunit or district.
(3) The StatePublic SchoolBuilding Authority, the StateHighway

andBridgeAuthority and any otherauthoritynow in existenceor here-
aftercreatedor organizedby theCommonwealth.

(4) The municipal or school or otherauthoritiesnow in existenceor
hereaftercreatedor organizedby anycounty,city, borough,townshipor
schooldistrict orcombinationthereof.

(5) Any andall otherpublic bodies,authorities,offices,agenciesand
instrumentalitiesexercisingagovernmentalor proprietaryfunction.
“United States.” The UnitedStatesof America. It includesall territory,

continentalor insular,subjecttothejurisdictionof theUnitedStates.
Section3. Police power.

This act shallbedeemedto be anexerciseof the policepowerof theCom-
monwealthfor theprotectionof the health,safetyandgeneralwelfareof its
citizens.
Section4. Public policy.

(a) Legislativefinding.—It is determinedby the GeneralAssemblyand
declaredto beits legislativefindingthat:

(1) Theproductionof motor vehiclesandcomponentpartsconstitutes
a majorindustry of the Commonwealth.It providesemploymentfor and
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incomesof hundredsof thousandsof the peopleof this Commonwealth
and,in turn,millions of personsin theUnitedStates.

(2) The taxespaid tothe Commonwealthandits political subdivisions
by employersandemployeesengagedin the productionandsale of motor
vehiclesis oneof thelargestsinglesourcesof public revenuesin thisCom-
monwealth.

(3) It has, for manyyears,beenthe policy of the Commonwealthto
aid andsupportthe developmentandexpansionof industryhereto foster
theeconomicwell-beingof theCommonwealthandits people.

(4) The economyand generalwelfareof the Commonwealthand its
citizens,as well asthe economy,generalwelfareandnationalsecurityof
theUnited States,areinseparablyrelatedin the preservationanddevelop-
mentof the motor vehicle industryin Pennsylvaniaandin otherstatesof
theUnitedStates.
(b) GeneralAssemblydeclaration.—TheGeneralAssemblydeclaresit to

bethepolicy of theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniathatpublic officersand
agenciesshould aid and promote the developmentof the motor vehicle
industry of the United Statesto stimulateandimprovethe economicwell-
beingof theCommonwealthandits citizens.
Section5. Contract provisions.

(a) Motor vehicles to be manufacturedor assembledin the United
States.—Apublic agencyshall purchase,leaseor rent only motor vehicles
which aremanufacturedor assembledin the United States.In the caseof
motor vehicles which are assembledbut not manufacturedin the United
States,a public agency shall not purchase,leaseor rent any such motor
vehicleunlessamajorityof theparts,asset forth at40 CFR600.511-80,used
in assemblingsuchmotor vehicles are manufacturedin the United States.
Contractdocumentsfor the purchase,leaseor rentalof motor vehiclesshall
contain a provision that the vehicles purchased,leasedor rented by the
public agencyshallbemanufacturedor assembledin theUnitedStat~s.

(b) Exception.—Thissectionshallnot applywheretheheadof thepublic
agencyshall statein writing that it is inconsistentwith the public interestor
thatthecostisunreasonable.
Section6. Paymentsundercontract;action to recoverunauthorizedpay-

ments.
A public agencyshallnot authorize,providefor or makeapaymentto a

personunderacontractcontainingthe provisionrequiredby section5 unless
thepublicagencyis satisfiedthatthepersonhascompliedwith theprovision.
The paymentmadeto a personby a public agencywhich shouldnot have
been madeshall be recoverable,directly from the supplier of the motor
vehiclewho did not complywith section5, by thepublicagencyor theAttor-
ney Generalby appropriatelegalaction.Nothing hereinshall authorizeany
Commonwealthpublic agencyto initiate a legalactionindependentlyof the
Attorney Generalunlessotherwiseauthorizedunderthe act of October15,
1980 (P.L.950,No.164),knownastheCommonwealthAttorneysAct.
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Section7. Liberal construction.
This act is intendedasremediallegislationdesignedto promotethegeneral

welfareand stimulatethe economyof the Commonwealthand its people.
Eachprovisionshall receivea liberal constructionto effectuatethat inten-
tion. Noneof the provisionsof this act shall receiveastrict or limited con-
struction.
Section8. Penalty.

A violation of a provision of this act shallbe a misdemeanorof the first
degree.
Section9. Effective date.

This act shalltakeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The4th dayof April, A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


