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AN ACT

HB 58

CreatingthePennsylvaniaAdoptionCooperativeExchange;prescribingrespon..
sibilities; requi:ring certain agenciesto cooperatewith theexchange;andpro~
viding for regulationsandstaff.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as the PennsylvaniaAdoption

CooperativeExchangeAct.
Section2. Creationof PennsylvaniaAdoptionCooperativeExchange.

Thereis herebycreatedwithin theOffice of Children,Youth andFamilies
of the Departmentof Public Welfare a PennsylvaniaAdoptionCooperative
Exchange,referredtoin thisact asPACE.
Section3. Responsibilitiesand dutiesof PACE.

(a) Mandatoryregistration.—PACEshallregisterandberesponsiblefor
thereviewandreferralof childrenforwhom parentalrightshavebeentermi-
natedfor 90 daysandfor whom no reportof intentionto adopthasbeen
filed in thecourtof commonpleas.

(b) Optional registration.—PACEmay also registerchildrenwhereres-
toration to the biological family is neither possiblenor appropriate,a peti-
tion to terminateparentalrights has been filed and adoption is planned
pendingidentificationof anadoptiveparentor parents.However, informa-
tion aboutthesechildrenshall not be publicizedwithout prior approvalby
the Office of Children, Youth and Families of the Departmentof Public
Welfare,which shallensuretheanonymityof thesechildrenuntil suchtime
asparentalrights areterminated.

(c) Children excludedfrom registration.—Achild for whom termination
of parentalrights is being appealedin a court shall not be registeredwith
PACE as available for adoption.Identifying information of suchchildren
shall be forwardedto PACE by the agency,with referenceto the specific
reasonfor whichthechild isnotto beplacedonthelisting service.

(d) Information andreportingresponsibilitiesof PACE.—PACEshall
beresponsiblefor thefollowing:

(1) The registration of adoptive parent applicantswho have been
approvedby agencies.

(2) The accumulationand disseminationof statistical information
regardingall childrenregisteredwithPACE.

(3) Thecreationandadministrationof a public informationprogram
designedto inform potential adoptiveparentsof the needfor adoptive
homesfor childrenregisteredwithPACE.
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(4) The preparationanddistribution of a photographiclisting service
on childrenregisteredwith PACE.

(5) The preparationof annualreportsconcerningfunctionsof PACE
regardingthe childrenand theprospectiveparentslistedwith PACE. Such
reportsshall be submittedannually to the Healthand Welfare and Judi-
ciary Committeesof the Houseof Representativesandalso to the Senate
Public Health and Welfare and Judiciary Committees,as well as to the
Governor.

(6) The coordinationof its functionswith otherstate, regional and
nationaladoptionexchanges.

Section 4. Responsibilitiesof public and private agencies.
All public andlicensedprivatechild serviceagenciesshallregisterall chil-

drenwith PACE for whomparentalrightshavebeenterminatedfor 90 days
andfor whomno reportof intentionto adopthasbeenfiled in the court of
commonpleas.Any public and licensedprivateagenciesmayregisterother
childrenassetforth in section3(b).
Section 5. Relatedagencies’activities.

Thisactshallnotbeconstruedto limit or delayactionsby agenciesor insti-
tutionsto arrangefor adoptionsor other relatedmattersontheir own initia-
tive. This act shall not alteror restrict the duties,authority and confiden-
tiality of theagenciesand institutionsin thosematters.
Section6. Regulationsand staff.

The Departmentof Public Welfare shallpromulgatenecessaryregulations
andshallhire thestaffwhich is necessaryto implementthis act.
Section7. Retroactiveapplicationof act.

Thisactshallapplyretroactivelyto all childrenforwhom:
(I) Parentalrights havebeenterminatedand for whom no reportof

intentionto adopthasbeenfiled in thecourtof commonpleas.
(2) Restorationto the biological family is neitherpossiblenor appro-

priate,a petitionto terminateparentalrights hasbeenfiled andadoption
is plannedpendingidentificationof anadoptiveparentor parents.

Section 8. Effective date.
Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The24thdayof May,A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


