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No. 1984-218

AN ACT

HB 353

AmendingTitle 42 (Judiciaryand Judicial Procedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidated Statutes,limiting the bail-setting jurisdiction of district justices;
further providing for compensationof district justicesassignedto additional
duties;authorizingserviceof processfor misdemeanorson Sunday;providing
for prosecutionsof certaincriminal offenses;andprovidingfor paymentby
the Commonwealthof thecostsand expensesincurredin trials resultingfrom
issuanceof presentmentsby multicountyinvestigatinggrandjuries.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section1515(a)(4) of Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsoli-
datedStatutesisamendedto read:
§ 1515. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) Jurisdiction.—Exceptas otherwise prescribed by general rule
adoptedpursuantto section 503 (relatingto reassignmentof matters),dis-
trict justicesshall, underproceduresprescribedby generalrule, havejuris-
dictionof all of thefollowing matters:

(4) As commissionersto presideat arraignments,fix andacceptbail,
exceptfor offensesunder 18 Pa.C.S. §~2502 (relating to murder) and
2503(relating to voluntarymanslaughter)for which thefixing andaccept-
ing ofbail shall beperformedbyanyjudgeof any court of common-pleas,
and to issuewarrantsandperformdutiesof a similarnature,includingthe
jurisdiction of a committingmagistrateinall criminal proceedings.

Section2. Section 4122of Title 42 isamendedto read:
§ 4122. Assignmentof district justices.

(a) General rule.—Subjectto generalrules any district justice may be
temporarilyassignedto anyothermagisterialdistrictor the PittsburghMag-
istratesCourt or the Traffic Courtof Philadelphia,and may therehearand
determineany matterwith like effect as if duly commissionedto sit in such
otherdistrict or in suchcourt.

(b) Senior district justices.—Aseniordistrict justice who shall not have
beendefeatedfor reelectionor beensuspendedor removedfrom office may,
with his consent,be assignedon temporarymagisterialservicepursuantto
subsection(a). A seniordistrict justice shallbepaid a per diem salaryat the
sameannualrate as is applicablein the district where he is temporarily
assignedandshallreceiveexpensesat the sameperdiem rateas otherjustices
temporarilyassigned.

(c) Additionalcompensation.—Adistrict justice, assignedby thepresi-
dentjudgeof the courtof commonpleasto perform additional [part-time]
duties[ml for a districtotherthantheonein which heis elected,shallbeenti-
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tied to receiveadditionalcompensationof $20 per day [for eachdayl when
heperformsassignedduties,exceptthat no additionalcompensationshall be
allowedfor routine dutiesscheduledby thepresidentjudgeof the court of
commonpleas. Any assignment,compensableunder this subsection,for
whichtheperdiem exceeds[five dayswithin any30-dayperiod]$100a calen-
darmonthshallbeapprovedby theCourtAdministratorof Pennsylvania.

Section3. Section 4553of Title42 isamendedtoread:
§ 4553. Expensesof investigatinggrandjuries and trials resulting there-

from.
(a) County.—Theexpensesof a countyinvestigatinggrandjury shallbe

borneby thecountyin whichit is impaneled.
(b) Multicounty.—Theexpensesof anymuiticounty investigatinggrand

jury shall be borne by the Commonwealth.In addition, the costs and
expensesresultingfrom any trial of a personagainst whom a presentment
has beenissuedbya multicounty investigatinggrandjury shall beborneby
the Commonwealth.Costsand expensesunder this subsectioninclude, but
are not limited to, all reasonablecostsincurredby thecounty/or theservices
of thecourts, thetrial jury, thesheriff ; theclerk0/courts,thecountyprison,
the district attorneyand any public defenderappointedby the court, and
related costsandexpensesincurred by thecounty in the courseof the trial.
Countiesshall be reimbursedfrom the GeneralFund of theCommonwealth
upon application to the State Treasurer through the Office of Attorney
Generalpursuanttoproceduresprescribedbythat office.

Section4. Section5107of Title 42is amendedto read:
§ 5107. Service of processon Sunday.

(a) Generalrule.—No processshall be servedor executedon a Sunday
exceptin thecaseof:

(1) Felonyormisdemeanor.
(2) Breachof thepeace.
(3) Criminalor civil contemptof courtin ordersrelatingto supportor

custodymatters.
(4) Whenauthorizedor directedby the court upon a finding that the

exigencyof thecaseissuchasto impelthecourtto suspendtheruleagainst
serviceor executionof processona Sunday.

(5) Any matterwherethe serviceor executionof processon a Sunday
is expresslyauthorizedby statute.
(b) Effect of violation.—Processservedor executedin violationof sub-

section(a) shall bevoid and the personso servingor executingsuchprocess
shall beliable to anypersonaggrievedto thesameextentasif theactionwas
takenwithoutanyprocessatall.

Section5. Section5551 of Title42is amendedtoread:
§ 5551. No limitationapplicable[to murderor voluntarymanslaughter!.

A prosecutionfor (murderor for voluntarymanslaughterlthefollowing
offensesmaybecommencedat anytime:

(1) Murder.
(2) Voluntarymanslaughter.
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(3) Conspiracyto commitmurderor solicitation to commitmurder if
a murder resultsfrom theconspiracyorsolicitation.

(4) Anyfelony allegedto havebeenperpetratedin connectionwith a
murderofthefirst orseconddegree,assetforth in 18Pa.C.S. § 2502(a) or
(b) and(d) (relatingtomurder).
Section6. Section 5552(a)and(b) of Title 42areamendedto read:

§ 5552. Other offenses.
(a) Generalrule.—Exceptas otherwiseprovided in this subchapter,a

prosecutionfor an offense[other thanmurderor voluntarymanslaughterl
mustbecommencedwithin two yearsafter it is committed.

(b) Major offenses.—Aprosecutionfor any of the following offenses
mustbecommencedwithin five yearsafter it is committed:

(1) Underthe following provisionsof Title 18 (relatingto crimesand
offenses):

Section911 (relatingtocorruptorganizations).
Section 2706(relatingto terroristicthreats).
Section 2901 (relatingtokidnapping).
Section 3121 (relatingtorape).
Section3123(relatingtoinvoluntarydeviatesexualintercourse).
Section 3301 (relatingtoarsonandrelatedoffenses).
Section 3502(relatingtoburglary).
Section 3701 (relatingtorobbery).
Section3921 (relating to theft by unlawful taking or disposition)

through section3931 (relating to theft of unpublisheddramas and
musicalcompositions).

Section4101(relatingto forgery).
Section4108 (relatingto commercialbribery and breachof duty to

actdisinterestedly).
Section 4109(relatingto riggingpublicly exhibitedcontest).
Section 4302(relatingto incest).
Section4701 (relating to bribery in official and political matters)

throughsection4703(relatingtoretaliationforpastofficial action).
Section4902 (relating to perjury) through section4912 (relatingto

impersonatingapublicservant).
Section4952(relatingtointimidationof witnessesor victims).
Section4953(relatingtoretaliationagainstwitnessor victim).
Section5101 (relatingto obstructingadministrationof law or other

governmentalfunction).
Section5512 (relating to lotteries,etc.) through section5514 (relat-

ing to poolsellingandbookmaking).
Section 5902(b)(relatingto prostitutionandrelatedoffenses).

(2) Any offensepunishableundersection 13(f) of theactof April 14,
1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as “The Controlled Substance,Drug,
DeviceandCosmeticAct.”

(3) Any conspiracyto commit anyof the offensesset forth in para-
graphs(1) and (2) andany solicitation to commitany of the offensesin
paragraphs(1) and(2)if thesolicitationresultsin thecompletedoffense.
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(4) Under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the
“Public WelfareCode.”
***

Section 7. Thesumof $100,000,or as muchthereofasmaybe necessary,,
is hereby appropriatedfor the fiscal year July 1, 1984, to June30, 1985, to
theOffice of Attorney Generalfor the costsof trials resulting from present-
ments issued by multicounty investigating grand juries pursuant to 42
Pa.C.S.§ 4553(b) (relating to expensesof investigatinggrand juries and
trialsresultingtherefrom).

Section 8. Sections3 and7 of this act shall be retroactiveto March 29,
1983.

Section9. Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The19thdayof December,A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


