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AN ACT

HB 2470

Establishingthe authority of the Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesto
leasethe State-ownedfacility, known as the Chain Dam, locatedin Palmer
Township (nearthe City of Easton)in NorthamptonCountyon the Lehigh
River.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Short title.
Thisactshall beknownandmaybecited asthe ChainDamHydroelectric

Facility LeasingAct.
Section2. Declarationof policy.

Becausethe Commonwealthcurrently is holding an exemptionfrom the
FederalEnergy Regulatory Commission, which will expire before much
broaderlegislationcanbe enacted,it is imperativethat the Departmentof
EnvironmentalResourcesbe authorizedto leasethe hydroelectricfacility
locatedat ChainDamon theLehighRiver.
Section 3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentof EnvironmentalResources.
“Hydroelectricfacility.” The hydroelectricfacility locatedat the Chain

Dam,locatedin NorthamptonCountyontheLehighRiver.
Section4. Leasingof hydroelectricfacilitiesby thedepartment.

(a) Authority of department.—Thedepartmentshall havethe powerto
grantto any persona hydroelectricfranchiseandanynecessaryright-of-way
or leasefor the construction,operationandmaintenanceof a hydroelectric
facility utilizing thelands,waterrights or facilities of theCommonwealthat
ChainDam, Lehigh River,NorthamptonCounty.Any suchgrantaffecting
landsor facilities of the City of Eastonshall besubjecttothe agreementand
approvalof theCity of Easton.

(b) Collectionsanddepositof charges,royalties,leasepayments,etc.—-
All charges,royalties, leasepaymentsandotherrevenuescollectedunderthe
provisionsof this section shall be paid into the StateTreasuryandshall be
deposited in a restricted revenue account known as the Hydroelectric
ResourcesAccount.Fundsdepositedin this accountshallbeusedsolelyfor
the planning,development,operation,maintenance,repair andrestoration
of theChainDam facility and thereacquisitionof that facility following the
expirationof theright grantedfor developmentandoperationof that facil-
ity. Thedepositedfundsareherebyappropriatedfor thesepurposes.
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Section5. Effective date.
Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The 19thdayof December,A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH
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