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No. 1984-244

AN ACT

SB 1505

Amending the act of November 26, 1975 (P.L.438, No.124), entitled, as
amended,“An act establishingchild protectiveservices;providing procedures
for reportingand investigatingthe abuseof children; establishingandprovid-
ing accessto a Statewidecentral registerandpendingcomplaint file on child
abuse; investigating such reports; providing for taking protective action
includingtaking a child into protectivecustody;placing dutieson theDepart-
mentof PublicWelfareandcounty childrenandyouth socialserviceagencies;
establishingchild protectiveservicesin eachcounty childrenandyouthsocial
serviceagency;and providingpenalties,”addinga definition; authorizingthe
departmentto verify the existenceof certainrecords;and requiringchild care
facilities to obtaincertainrecordsbeforehiringnew employees.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Section3 of theact of November26, 1975(P.L.438,No.124),
knownas the Child ProtectiveServicesLaw, is amendedby addingadefini-
tion toread:

Section3. Definitions.—Asusedin this act:

“Child care” meansserviceswhichprovideprotectionfor andpromote
thesafetyand welfare of children pursuantto this act. The servicesshall
include,butnotbelimitedto, thoseserviceswhichareprovidedbychild day
care centers,fosterhomes,boardinghomes,juveniledetentioncentersand
public and private schools;other servicesor programsfor delinquentor
dependentchildren; andany other servicesprovidedto children which are
subject to approval, licensureor certification by the departmentor by a
countysocialserviceagencyor which are providedpursuantto a contract
with thedepartmentorwitha countysocialserviceagency.

Section2. Theactis amendedby addinga sectiontoread:
Section14.1. Verification of Existenceof Certain RecordsRegarding

Child Care EmployeeApplicants.—(a) Prior to employinga person in a
child careprogram,theadministratoroftheprogramshall:

(1) obtain a report of criminal historyrecordinformation regardingthe
personfrom the PennsylvaniaStatePolicepursuantto 18 Pa.C.S. Ch.91
(relating to criminal historyrecordinformation)or a statement-that-no-such
informationexists;and

(2) submit a written requestto the departmentfor verification of the
existenceor nonexistenceof a foundedor indicatedreport regarding the
personandthedate or datesofsuchreports. Therequestto the department
shall includea copyoftheemploymentapplicationofthepersonwhich shall
includeastatementbywhichthepersonauthorizestheverificatiatrreqrwst.
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(b) Uponreceiptoftherequestpursuantto subsection(a)(2), thedepart-
mentshall verify, in writing, theexistenceor nonexistenceofa foundedor
indicatedreport regarding the personand the date or dates thereof. The
informationshall beusedfor thesolepurposeof determiningthesuitability
ofthepersonfor employmentin a child careprogram.

(c) Theadministratorofa child carefacility commitsa criminaloffense,
punishablebyafine notto exceed$2,500, if heemploysanypersonwithout
first obtainingtheinformationrequiredunderthis section.

Section3. ThisactshalltakeeffectJuly 1, 1985.

APPROVED—The26thdayof December,A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


