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(This Joint ResolutionNo.2 was passedfor the first time at the Legislative
Sessionof 1982 as Joint ResolutionNo.1 andfor the secondtimeat the Legisla-
tive Sessionof 1984andwasapprovedby theelectorateonNovember6, 1984.)

No. 1984-2

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 299

Proposingan amendmentto the Constitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsyl-
vania, permittingtheuseof suppressedvoluntaryadmissionsor confessionsto
impeacha defendant’scredibility.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesasfollows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of Pennsyl-
vaniais proposedin accordancewithArticle XI:

Thatsection9 of Article I beamendedto read:
§ 9. Rights of accusedin criminal prosecutions.

In all criminal prosecutionstheaccusedhatha right tobeheardbyhimself
andhis counsel,to demandthe natureandcauseof the accusationagainst
him, to meet the witnessesfaceto face, to havecompulsoryprocessfor
obtainingwitnessesin his favor,and,in prosecutionsby indictmentor infor-
mation,a speedypublic trial by an impartial jury of thevicinage;hecannot
be compelledto give evidenceagainsthimself,nor canhebedeprivedof his
life, libertyor property,unlessby thejudgmentof hispeersor the law of the
land. The useof a suppressedvoluntary admissionor voluntary confession
to impeachthecredibilityof a personmaybepermittedandshall not becon-
struedascompellingapersontogiveevidenceagainsthimself.

Section2. Thisproposedamendmentshallbesubmittedby the Secretary
of the Commonwealthto the qualified electorsthroughoutthe Common-
wealth at the primary, municipal or general election next held after the
advertisingrequirementsof Article XI, section 1, of the Constitutionof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahavebeensatisfied.


