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AN ACT

SB 342

Amendingthe act of March 2, 1956 (1955 P.L.1211, No.376),entitled “An act
providing for and regulating the licensingandpracticeof practicalnursing;
imposingdutieson theStateBoardof NurseExaminers;andimposingpenal-
ties,” furtherproviding for qualificationsfor licenseandfor suspension;and
makinganeditorialchange.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section5 of the act of March 2, 1956 (1955 P.L.1211,
No.376), known as the PracticalNurseLaw, amendedDecember28, 1972
(P.L.1660,No.354),is amendedto read:

Section5. No applicationfor licensureas a licensedpracticalnurseshall
be consideredunlessaccompaniedby a fee of five dollars ($5.00). Every
applicantfor examinationas a licensedpracticalnurseshallfurnish evidence
satisfactoryto the boardthathe or she is eighteenyears of ageor over, is a
citizen of theUnited Statesor has legally declaredintentionto becomesuch,
is of goodmoralcharacter,hascompletedat leasttwelve yearsof education
with diplomainpublic, parochialor privateschool,or its equivalentaseval-
uatedby the Departmentof [Public Instruction] Education;andhassatisfac-
torily completeda coursein practicalnursingprescribedandapprovedby the
board in a school, hospital or other institution, of not less than fifteen
hundredhoursand‘within a periodof not less thantwelve months,andhas
notbeenconvictedofa feloniousactprohibitedby theact 01Apr1114, 1972
(P.L.233,No.64), knownas “The ControlledSubstance,Drug, Deviceand
CosmeticAct,“or convictedofafelonyrelatingto a controlledsubstancein
a court of law ofthe UnitedStatesor anyotherstate,territory orcountry.
An applicant’sstatementon theapplicationdeclaringthe absenceofa con-
viction shall bedeemedsatisfactoryevidenceoftheabsenceofa conviction,
unlesstheboardhassomeevidenceto thecontrary.

Any licensedpracticalnurselicensedto practicewithoutexaminationprior
to May 14, 1966,shall beeligible to applyfor theexaminationconductedby
theboardeventhoughsuchapplicantdoesnotpossessthe educationalback-

groundor its equivalentrequiredof otherapplicantsforexamination.
Section2. Theactis amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section16.1. A licenseissuedunderthis act shall automaticallybesus-

pendedupon the legn,l commitmentto an institutionofa licenseebecauseof
mentalincompetencyfrom anycauseuponfiling with the boarda certified
copyofsuchcommitment,convictionofa felonyundertheact ofApril 14,
1972 (P.L.233,No.64),knownas “The ControlledSubstance,Drug, Device
and CosmeticAct, “ or convictionofan offenseunderthe lawsofanother
jurisdiction, which, ~ committedin Pennsylvania,wouldbe a felonyunder
“The ControlledSubstance,Drug, Deviceand CosmeticAct. “ As usedin
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thissectiontheterm “conviction” shallincludeajudgment,anadmissionof
guilt or apleaofnob contendere.Automaticsuspensionunderthissection
shallnot bestayedpendinganyappealofa conviction.Restorationofsuch
licenseshall be madeas In the caseofrevocation or suspensionof such
license.

Section3. Thisactshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 2nd dayof May, A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


