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No. 1985-27

AN ACT

HB 175

Amendingthe actof November4, 1983 (P.L.217,No.63),entitled“An actestab-
lishinga programof limited pharmaceuticalassistancefor theelderly;granting
powersto and imposingdutieson the Departmentof Aging; establishinga
paymentsystem;making provisionsfor funding; providingfor reports;and
fixing penaltiesfor violations of the pharmaceuticalassistanceprogram,”
furtherproviding for programcriteria; andprovidingfor a prescriptiondrug
educationprogram.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 4(e)(6) and (9) of the act of November 4, 1983
(P.L.217,No.63), knownasthePharmaceuticalAssistanceContractfor the
Elderly Act, areamendedto read:
Section4. Responsibilitiesof Departmentof Aging.

(e) Programcriteria.—Theprogramshallincludethefollowing criteria::

(6) The programshallconsistof paymentsto pharmacieson behalfof
eligible claimantsfor the averagewholesalecostof legenddrugs, insulin,
insulin syringesandinsulin needleswhich exceedthecopaymentanda-dis-
pensingfee of at least$2.50or thedispensingfeerequiredby theDepart-
ment of Welfareunder its MedicalAssistanceProgram underthe act of
June13, 1967(PL.31,No.21),knownasthePublic WelfareCode,which-
ever isgreater. In no caseshallthe Commonwealthbe chargedmorethan
thepriceof the drugattheparticularpharmacyonthedateof thesale.For
the purposeof this act, the eligible claimantshall be liable to paythe dif-
ferencebetweenthe brandnamedrug and thegenericallyequivalentdrug
as approvedunder the provisions of the act of November 24, 1976
(P.L.1163,No.259),referredto astheGenericEquivalentDrugLaw. Only
thephysicianmayprescribea nongenericmedication.

(9) [A systemof mail order delivery for prescriptions shall be prohib-
ited under this program.l The departmentmaynot enter into a contrrict
with aprivate contractorfor an exclusivemail ordersystemfor thedellv-
ery ofprescriptiondrugsunderthis program. Only mail orderpharmacy
servicesprovidedbypharmacieswhichare licensedby theCommonwealth
and which have thefr principal place of businesswithin this Common-
wealthmayparticipateasprovidersundertheprogram. Withinaperiodof
six monthsfollowingtheeffectivedateofthis amendatoryact, thedepart-
ment shall developand promulgatespecific regulationsgoverning the
practiceofmail orderpharmacyand otherenrolledprovidersto include
thefollowingminimumstandardsofpracticeto ensurethe health,safety
andwelfareofprogramparticipants:
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(1) The appropriatemethodor methodsby which suchpharmacies
shall verify the identityof theprogramrecipientand theauthenticityof
prescriptionsreceived.

(ii) The appropriatemethodor methodsbywhichsuchpharmacies
shall mail or deliverprescriptiondrugsto program recipientsensuring,
to themaximumextentpossible,that the intendedprogramrecipientix
theactualultimaterecipientofanyprescriptiondispensedby-such-plwr-
macies.

(ill) Theappropriatemethodor methodsbywhichsuchpharmacies
shallcommunicatewithprogramparticipantsin emergencysitteations.

Section2. Theactis amendedby addingasectiontoread:
Section4.1. Prescription drug educationprogram.

The department,in cooperationwith the Departmentof Health, shall
developand implementa Statewideprescription drug educationprogram
designedto inform older adultsof the dangersofprescriptiondrug abuse
andmisuse.Theprescriptiondrugeducationprogram shall include,butnot
belimitedto, informationconcerningthefollowing:

(1) Thehazardsofprescriptiondrugoverdose.
(2) Thepotentialdangersofmixingprescriptiondrugs.
(3) Thedangerofretainingunusedprescriptiondrugsaftertheneedto

takethemnolongerexists.
(4) The necessityto carefully questionphysiciansand pharmacists

concerningtheeffectsoftakingprescriptiondrugs.
(5~ Theadvisabilityofmaintainingaprescriptiondrugprofileorother

recordofprescriptiondrugdosageandfrequencyofdosage.
(6) The desirability of advisingfamily membersof the typesand

properdosageofprescriptiondrugswhichare beingtaken.
(7) The dangersof takingprescriptiondrugsin excessof prescribed

dosages.
(8) Theneedto obtain complete,detaileddirectionsfrom thephysi-

cian or pharmacistconcerningthe timeperioda prescription~drug-shouId
betaken.
Section 3. Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROvED—The26thdayof June,A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


