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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE VII

WHEREAS,Joint ResolutionNo.1 of the 1985 Sessionof the General
Assemblyof Pennsylvania(HouseBill No.240, Printer’sNo.257) proposed
to amendArticle VII of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaby amending
section 14 thereofto permitthe useof absenteeballots by personsunableto
votebecauseof theobservanceof areligiousholidayandby countyemploy-
eesunableto votebecauseof electiondayduties, thesaidamendedsectionto
readasfollows:

§ 14. Absenteevoting.
TheLegislatureshall, by generallaw, providea mannerin which,andthe

time and placeat which, qualifiedelectorswho may,on the occurrenceof
anyelection,be absentfrom the Stateor countyof their residence,because
their duties,occupationor businessrequirethemto be elsewhereor who, on
the occurrenceof anyelection, areunableto attendat their properpolling
placesbecauseof illnessor physicaldisabilityor whowill not attendapolling
placebecauseof the observanceof a religious holiday or who cannotvote
becauseof electionday duties,in the caseof a countyemployee,mayvote,
andfor thereturnandcanvassof their votesin theelectiondistrict in which
theyrespectivelyreside.

WHEREAS, The said Joint Resolution was passedby two successive
GeneralAssembliesof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,TheaforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwassub-
mitted for approvalby the qualified electorsof the Commonwealthat an
electionheldon November5, 1985; and

WHEREAS,TheSecretaryof theCommonwealthhascertifiedto methat
the aforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwas approvedby the
electorateontheaforesaidday;

NOW, THEREFORE,I, Dick Thornburgh,Governor of the Common-
wealthof Pennsylvania,pursuantto 1 Pa.C.S.§ 903, do proclaim andpro-
nouncethat the aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwas adoptedby a
majorityof theelectoratevoting thereonon November5, 1985.
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GIVEN under my hand and the Great
Seal of the Commonwealth this
twenty-seventhdayof January,in the
year of our Lord onethousandnine
hundred and eighty-six, and of the
Commonwealththe two hundredand
tenth.

DICK THORNBURGH
Governor

BY THE GOVERNOR:

ROBERT A. GLEASON, JR.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

HARRISBURG

PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE VIII

WHEREAS, Joint ResolutionNo.2 of the 1985 Sessionof the General
Assemblyof Pennsylvania(SenateBill No.680,Printer’sNo.775)proposed
to amendArticle VIII of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaby amending
section2(c) thereofto extendthecurrentreal estatetax exemptionfor disa-
bled veteransto theunmarriedsurvivingspouseof eligible veterans,the said
amendedsectiontoreadasfollows:

§ 2. Exemptionsandspecialprovisions.

(c) Citizensandresidentsof this Commonwealth,who servedin anywar
or armedconflict in whichthe United Stateswas engagedandwere honor-
ably dischargedor releasedunder honorablecircumstancesfrom active
service,shall beexemptfrom thepaymentof all realpropertytaxe~uponth~
residenceoccupiedby the saidcitizensandresidentsof this Commonwealth
imposedby theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniaor anyof its political subdi-
visionsif, asaresultof military service,they areblind, paraplegicor double
or quadrupleamputeesor haveaservice-connecteddisability declaredby the
UnitedStatesVeteransAdministrationor its successorto beatotalor 100%
permanentdisability, andif theStateVeterans’Commissiondeterminesthat
suchpersonsare in needof the tax exemptionsgrantedherein.This exemp-
tion shall be extendedto the unmarriedsurviving spouseupon thedeathof
aneligible veteranprovidedthattheStateVeterans’Commissiondetermines
thatsuchpersonis in needof theexemption.

WHEREAS, The said Joint Resolution was passedby two successive
GeneralAssembliesof Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,TheaforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwassub-
mitted for approvalby the qualified electorsof the Commonwealthat an
electionheldonNovember5, 1985;and

WHEREAS,The Secretaryof theCommonwealthhascertifiedto methat
the aforesaidproposedConstitutionalAmendmentwas approvedby the
electorateontheaforesaidday;

NOW, THEREFORE,I, Dick Thornburgh,Governorof the Common-
wealthof Pennsylvania,pursuantto 1 Pa.C.S.§ 903,do proclaim andpro-
nouncethat the aforesaidConstitutionalAmendmentwas adoptedby a
majorityof theelectoratevotingthereonon November5, 1985.



794 Proclamations LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

GIVEN under my hand and the Great
Seal of the Commonwealth this
twenty-seventhdayof January,in the
year of our Lord onethousandnine
hundred and eighty-six, and of the
Commonwealththe two hundredand
tenth.

DICK THORNBURGH

Governor
BY THE GOVERNOR:

ROBERT A. GLEASON, JR.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth


