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No. 1986-25

AN ACT

HB 66

Providingfor grantsto personsforpropertydamagedordestroyedby-tornadoor

flood; establishingthebasisfor thegrants;andmakinganappropriation.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Powerto administeremergencyfundsto disaster-strickencoun-
ties.

(a) TheGeneralAssemblyherebyfinds anddeclaresthat:
(1) During 1985, tornadoesand floodingoccurredin severalcounties

of this Commonwealth, causing substantialdamages, in excess of
$60,000,000,to privatehomes,in additionto the damageto businesses,
industryandpublicfacilities.

(2) Federalemergencydeclarationsdesignatedcertainareasas eligible
for emergencyrelief.

(3) Thecombinationof privateinsuranceandFederalgrantsandloans
for private homeownersprovides insufficient compensationfor their
losses.

(4) Becausemanyof thevictimsof thesedisastersresidein areaswhich
prior to the disasterwereeconomicallydistressedandbecausetheir losses
are inadequatelycovered,it is in thepublic interestpursuantto section 17
of Article VIII of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniato provideadditional
aid to privatehomeownersto supplementthe compensationwhich they
receivefromprivateinsuranceandtheFederalGovernment.
(b) An applicant’srequestfor funding shall be subjectto the following

evaluation:
(1) Uponreceiptandapprovalof a swornapplicationby any home-

owner for nonbusinessor nonfarmrealor personalpropertydamagedor
destroyedin a declareddisasterduring 1985, the Departmentof Public
Welfare may makean individual homeownergrant to covera portionof
theadjustedloss.

(2) Theadjustedloss shall be thetotal eligible loss minusanyamount
receivedby or due the applicantfrom privateinsuranceand Federalor
Stategrantsandshall not include any insurancedeductiblepaid by the
homeowner.

(3) Total eligible loss shallbeanyloss fromdamageto anowner-occu-
pied primary residenceandany loss from damageto personalproperty,
including clothing, householdfurnishings and appliances.Eligible loss
shallnotincludeanyitemusedprincipallyfor recreationalpurposes.

(4) Homeownerswhosehousehold1985 incomedoesnotexceed300~/o
of the 1985povertyincomeguidelinesshallbeeligibleto participatein this
grantprogram.The homeowner,in order to be eligible for this program,
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musthaveregisteredat a disasterassistancecenter,unlessextenuatingcir-
cumstancespreventedhim or her from doing so. Extenuatingcircum-
stancesshallbedeterminedonanindividualbasis.

(5) The amountof thegrantshall be determinedin accordancewith
the followingschedule:

(i) 75°loof thefirst $5,000of adjustedloss.
(ii) 50%of thesecond$5,000of adjustedloss.
(iii) 10% of theremainingadju~stedloss.
(iv) Nograntshallexceed$12,500.

(c) If thereal propertywascondemnedundereminentdomainproceed-
ingsandwherethemeasureof damageis calculatedundersection602 of the
act of June22, 1964 (Sp.Sess.,P.L.84, No.6), known as the Eminent
DomainCode,thepropertyownershallnotbeeligible for a grantundersub-
section(b) for propertyfor which compensationis grantedin the eminent
domainproceedings.

(d) TheDepartmentof Public Welfare shall administerthe programin
thefollowing manner:

(1) All grantsunderthis act shall beadministeredby the Department
of PublicWelfarein promptfashion.

(2) Applicationsshallbe availableto disastervictims within 60 daysof
theeffectivedateof this act.

(3) If sufficient funds arenotallocatedunderthis act, distributionof
thegrantsshallbeon a pro ratabasis.

(4) TheDepartmentof Public Welfaremay promulgaterulesandreg-
ulationsnecessaryto carryouttheprovisionsof this act.
(e) Thesumof $15,000,000,or asmuch thereofas maybe necessary,is

herebyappropriatedto the.Departmentof PublicWelfare for the purposes
of this act. Notwithstandingthe provisionsof any otheract to the contrary,
the fundsherebyappropriatedshallnot lapseuntil June30, 1987.

(f) A personmakinga falseclaimundertheprovisionsof thisactshallbe
subjectto a penaltyin the amountof threetimesthe amountof the grant
with interestof 6% fromthe dateof thegrant.Thispenaltymaybeenforced
by the Commonwealthin an assumpsitactionandcollected in the manner
thatotherdebtsdueandowing theCommonwealtharecollected.
Section2. Rulesandregulations.

In order to facilitate the speedyimplementationof the program, the
Departmentof PublicWelfareshallhavethepowerandauthorityto-pr-ornui-
gate andadoptanduseregulationsthat shall be publishedin the Pennsyl-
vaniaBulletin.The regulationsshallnotbe subjecttoreview pursuantto the
act of June25, 1982 (P.L.6:33,No.181), known as the RegulatoryReview
Act.
Section 3. Effectivedate.

Thisact shall takeeffect immediatelyandshall apply retroactivelyto all
disastersfor which the PresidentialDeclarationwas issuedin calendaryear
1985.
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APPROVED—The28thdayof March, A. D. 1986,exceptasto thefollowing:

Section 1. Powerto administeremergencyfunds to disaster-strickencoun-

ties.

(e) Thesum of $15,000,000,or as muchthereofas may benecessary,is
herebyappropriatedto theDepartmentof Public Welfare for the purposes
of this act. Notwithstandingthe provisionsof anyotheractto thecontrary,
thefundsherebyappropriatedshallnot lapseuntil June30, 1987.

Thisitemis approvedin the amountof $7,100,000,theamountwhich.my
budgetoffice hasdeterminedis neededto carryoutthemandateof this legis-
lation in providingadditionalneededassistanceto victims of threenatural
disasterslastyear.Thebudgetoffice undertookanindependentandcompre-
hensivereview of theseneedssincedataon the numberof peopleneeding
additionalaid, aswell asthetotal amountof additional fundsrequired,was
not, as best as can be determined,available to membersof the General
Assemblywhentheyconsideredthis legislation.

This$7.1 million providedin this bill will be in additionto thenearly$50
million in StateandFederalfundsalreadyprovidedto thoseaffectedby the
May 31-June1 tornadoesthat struck in 13 northwesternand northcentral
counties,the September27 flooding in six northeasterncountiesand the
November4-5 floodingin six southwesterncounties.

Hundredsof victims of thesedisastershavealreadyreceivedgrantsup to
$5,000or low-interestloansupto $120,000.

In signing this bill I have takeninto accountthe specialneedsof those
affected by thesethreedisasters,which most severelyaffectedportionsof
our Stateleastableto adequatelyrespond.

This new program,more generousthanany previousdisasterassistance
plan providedby either the Stateor Federalgovernments,allows for addi-
tional grants of up to $12,500to elderly and unemployedpersonswith
incomesof up to 300 percentof theFederalprovertylevel, or $32,000a year
fora family of four.

DICK THORNBURGH


