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No. 1986-41

AN ACT

SB 1343

AmendingTitle 42 (JudiciaryandJudicial Procedure)of the PennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,establishingthePennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencingas
an agencyof the GeneralAssembly; further providing for meetingsandthe
powersanddutiesof the PennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencing;providing
foraudits,existingrulesandpresentmembers;reestablishingthePennsylvania
Commissionon Sentencing;andmakingarepeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Section2151 of Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesisamendedtoread:
§ 2151. PennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencing.

(a) Generalrule.—ThePennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencingshall be
establishedas an agencyof the GeneralAssemblyand shall consistof 11
personsselectedasprovidedin this subchapter.

(b) Seal.—ThePennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencingshallhavea seal
engravedwith its nameandsuchotherinscriptionasmaybespecifiedby reg-
ulationof thecommission.

Section2. Section2152(d)of Title42 is amendedto read:
§ 2152. Compositionof commission.

(d) Meetingsandquorum.—
(1) The commissionshall meet[not less frequently than quarterlyj at

leastfour times a year and not lessthan semiannuallyto establish its
generalpoliciesandrules.

(2) The commissionshallbedeemedan“agency” within themeaning
of and shall be subjectto the provisionsof the act of July 19, 1974
(P.L.486,No.175),referredto asthePublicAgencyOpenMeetingLaw.

(3) [NineJ Sevencommissionersshall constitutea quorum for the
purposeof adoptingproposedinitial andinitial andsubsequentguidelines.
A majority of commissionersshallconstitutea quorumfor all otherpur-
poses.

(4) Minutes of meetingsshall be kept by the executivedirector and
filed at theexecutiveoffice of thecommission.

Section3. Section 2153(a) of Title 42 is amendedby addingparagraphs
toread:
§ 2153. Powersandduties.

(a) Generalrule.—Thecommission,pursuantto rulesand regulations,
shallhavethepowerto:
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(13) EstablishaplanandtimetabletO collectanddisseminateinforma-
donrelating to incapacitation,recidivism,deterrenceandoveralleffective-
nessofsentencesimposed.

(14) Establisha programto systematicallymonitor compliancewith
theguidelinesandwithmandatorysentencinglawsby:

(i) Promulgatingforms which documentthe application of the
guidelinesormandatorysentencinglaws, orboth.

(ii) Requiringthetimelycompletionandsubmissionofsuchforms
tothecommission.

Section4. Title 42 isamendedby addingasectiontoread:
§ 2156. Severabilityofsubchapter.

Theprovisionsof this subchapterare severable.If anyprovisionofthis
subchapteror its application to anypersonor circumstanceis heldinvalid,
the invalidity shall not affectotherprovisionsor applicationsof this sub-
chapterwhich can begiveneffectwithout the invalidprovisionor applica-
tion.

Section 5. (a) Section218(c) and (e) of the act of October 5, 1980
(P.L.693, No.142), known as the JARA ContinuationAct of 1980, are
repealed.

(b) All otheractsandpartsof actsarerepealedinsofaras theyareincon-
sistentwith this act.

Section6. (a) Eachguideline,ruleandregulationof the commissionin
effect on the effectivedate of this act shall remainin effect aftersuchdate
until amendedby thecommission,providedthat thecommissionshall imme-
diately initiate the repealor amendmentof any rule or regulationwhich is
inconsistentwith theprovisionsof this act.

(b) Themembersof thePennsylvaniaCommissionon Sentencingconsti-
tutedunder42 Pa.C.S.§ 2152 (relatingto compositionof commission),asof
the effectivedateof this act, shall continueto serveas membersuntil their
presentterms of office expire, provided that any present commission
memberwhoseterm hasexpiredon or beforethe effectivedateof this act
shall serveuntil a successorhasbeenappointedand qualified,but no longer
thansixmonthsaftertheeffectivedateof this act.

Section 7. This act, with respectto the PennsylvaniaCommissionon
Sentencing,constitutesthe legislation required to reestablishan agency
undertheactof December22, 1981 (P.L.508,No.142),knownasthe Sunset
Act.

Section8. ThisactshalltakeeffectMay 1, 1986.

APPROVED—The3()th dayof April, A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


